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THE 


PREFACE. 


HE unprej mudic d Reader (TI pre- 

' . ſume) will moſt eaſily excuſe me, 

if I w no Apology for the Publication of 

| theſe Papers ; the undiſguis'd and inſolent 
* Appearance of Atheiſm now amongſt us, and 
the unhappy over-flowings of Profaneneſs 

' and Infidelity ſtill rendring Diſcourſes of 
this nature (to the great Concern and A- 
' mazement of all truly Pious and Thinkmg 
| Perſons) abſolutely neceſſary. T ſhall there- 

; fore only intreat the Reader, With all due 
| ſeriouſneſs and attention, to conſuler the 
| Weight and importance of the SubjeftF now 
before us. That we are not driving on 
| the trifling, inſlenificant intereſt of a Par- 
' ty, nor unaccountably waſting our precious 
2 tome 
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The Preface. 
time in the idle proſecution of airy, u(e- {1 
leſs, and empty Speculations ; but endeas {7 
vouring the Extirpation of ſuch Dofrines y, 
and Principles, as put the Foundations of js 
the Earth entirely out of courſe, mvolve 'þ 
all Mankind m Anarchy and Confuſion, 7; 
and over- ſhade the intelleftual World with gy 
| Eternal Night and Darkneſs ; ungrate- to 
fully mterpoſing their malignant Blackneſs, P 
8! and eclipſmg (as much as they can) the re» gn 
# freſhing Splendors and Brightneſs of the 
King of Glory. That therefore i highly 
- concerns him, Wwhere-ever he ſhall in this, \ 
T or in any other more excellent Treatiſe find 
| any thing really deflruftive of ſuch mon- ' 
| ſtrous DoEtrmes, there reſolutely and cous | 
 ragiouſly to fix and bottom ; and not to be - 
led away with the ſophiStical Harangues 
and aeclufive Impertinences of Thoughtleſs 
Hen, nor (to the diſhonour of his Mas 
ker, the Grief of all Good Men, and 
the utter Ruine of his Preſent as well as | 
F Future Happineſs) moſt ſpamefuily and * 
E mexcuſably to fall from his own ſtedfaSt» | 


neſs. 
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| The Preface. 
Jo 7 els. This (I ſay) is all I think nece[- 
. ſary to adviſe the | eader. Which if be 
sS wouchſafes to accept with the [ame mgenuity 
f fas tis offer d, bell (I hope) have no Rea- 
e ſon to repent his peruſal of theſe Papers. 
,. If not; However I have done my duty, 
Þ and therefore ſhall bumbly leave the Event 
- to Him ; whoſe is the Greatneſs, and the 
» Power, and the Glory, and the Viftory, 
- and the Majefty for ever. 


Though 
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ſon loudly proclaims this Truth, and 

all our ſenſes are encountred with 
the cleareſt evidences and higheſt demon- 
{trations of a Providence ; though our Fas 
thcrs have told us what Works he hath done 
in their times of old, and our own eyes (if 
we do not wilfully ſhut them) daily ſee his 
Glory: Yet (I ſpeak it to our ſhame) there 
are not wanting ſome, even in this our day, 
who through their corrupt practices, and a- 
bominable impure converſations have fo de- 
bauch'd their Underſtsndings, extinguiſh'd 
rhe light of Reaſon, and ſo deeply ſunk the. 
rational Soul into Fleſh and Senfſuality, that 
that noble Creature, which was deſignd for 
the converſation of Angels, and the everla- 
ſting Fruition of the prime Beauty it ſelf, is 
ſhamefully become like the Beaſts rhat periſh. 
As though God had left himſelf entirely 
without Witneſs, and we could trace no 
Footſteps of his Providence in the World, 
they boldly open their Mouths 1n Blaſphe- 
my againſt him that made them ;'and their 
talking 15 altogether againſt the moſt High. 


; : \Hovgh the voice of Nature and Rea- 


Like the rebellious /ſraelites,” they fill di- 
A B 


{truſt 


(2) 

ſtruſt his preſence ; and though they daily 
and hourly enjoy the ſweet effects of it, yet 
they murmuringly ask, whether he be 1in- 
deed amongſt them, or not ? Wherefore to 
obviate in ſome meaſure that torrent of 1m- 
piety, which from the malignanr influence 
of theſe unreaſonable Men, may unhappily 
ariſe upon the World, and diſturb the Peace 
of our Sion ; I ſhall endeavour through the 
gracious aſſiſtance of my bleſſed Maker to 
thew, that (notwithſtanding all the cavils 
and diſputes of Men of corrupt Minds) God 
doth in very deed Reign over all the World. 

In order to this, it may perhaps be 
thought neceſlary, that the ground-work of 
my Diſcourſe ſhould be the irrefragable 
proof of the Deity it ſelf, But I ſhall wave 


the diredt and immediate handling of that 


ſubject at this time, not ſo much, either be- 
cauſe there may be many, who (like Epi- 
curas) deny his Providence, yet allow his 
Being : Or becauſe it has been copiouſly 
done by many excellent hands already ; as 
chiefly, becauſe the arguments, whereby I 


| ſhall endeavour to prove his Providence, do 


nor ſuppoſe, but neceſſarily and unavoida- 
bly conclude too for h.s Being. To premile 
then no farther ; All that can be ſaid, why 
God ſhould not take care of the World,mult 
neceſſarily be refolv d into this disjundtive 
Propoſition, that either he cannot, or that 
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C37 
he will not. The former deſtroys his Ons 
nipotence, Omnifcience, Omnipreſence ; 
The latter his Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Good- 
neſs ; both by conſequence his very Being 
or Exiſtence. So that to proceed with the 
greater clearneſs and perſpicuity, I fee it ne- 
ceſfary, before I take upon me the dire& 
proof of a Providence, to ſhew in the firſt 
place, that (if I may haveleave for the pre- 
ſent to ſuppoſe there is a God) all theſe At- 
tributes do inſeparably belong to the Divine 
Nature, and conſequently that God is both. 
able, and alſo willing to preſide over us, 
that fo theſe rubs and impediments being 
thrown out of the way, we may be the more 
eafily carried from his ability and willing- 
neſs to ſhew, that he actually does preſide 
overs. ; 

1. Then, God is Omnipotent, and fo is 
able to preſide over us. Some things indeed 
there are, which cannot be efieted by the 
power of God himſelf. Whatever involves 
2 contradiction, or is repugnant to his Ef- 
fential PerfeCtions,falls not within the Sphere 
of the Divine activity. Thus God cannot 
cauſe a thing to be, and not to be, at the 
ſame time in the fame reſpect, nor make 
that not to have been, which hath _— 
been. He cannot want who is All-fuftr 
cient ; nor dye, who is effentially and ne- 
cefkrily exiſtent, Now, whatever ſome = 
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the later Heathens have thought , theſe 
things are ſo far from derogating from the 
power of God, as that they are rather de- 
monſtrations of his Omnipotence, than ar- 
guments of Imbecillity. For every kind of 
faculty is. neceſſarily determin'd to its own 
proper objects, as the Eye to things viſible, 
the Underſtanding to things intelligible, and 
the Ear to things audible, none of which 
can be ever charged with deficiency, provi- 
ded it duly exerciſeth its operations about 
its own proper objects. Now the obje& of 
power you know, 1s that only which is poſ- 
ſtble, or 1n other terms, that only which 
implies no repugnancy or contradiction. As 
then that Unceritanding is truly faid to be 
infinite, which fully comprehends all things, 
that are intelligible, or that can be under- 
ſtood, though it cannot make excurſions be- 
yond its own bounds, or underſtand the 
things that are not intelligible, or to be un- 
deritood ; fo that power is as truly and pro- 
perly ſaid to be infinite, which extends it 
ſelf to all things ſimply and abſolutely poſſi- 
ble, and which can act or produce, wharſo- 
ever can be acted or produc'd, wirhout any 
pollibility of impediment or reſiſtance, tho” 
ir cannot lanch out into the depth of impoſ- 
fibilities, or do thoſe things, which belong 
Not to any power to be done. Being: then 
thoſe things, that either immediately or con- 
of:; © - bs {ſequentially 


(5) 
ſequentially imply a contradiQion, do not 
belong to any power to be done, they no 
more diminiſh the rays of God's Glory, tho' 
he cannot do them, nor cauſe any. greater 
derogation to his infinite power, than things - 
audible or viſible detract from the excellen- 
cy of the Underſtanding, which dilates it 
ſelf through the utmoſt regions of things in- 
telligible, or that can be underſtood. So 
then if it can be ſhewn, that God is able to 
effect every thing, which is the proper ob- 
je of power, or that can be done ; that not 
all the powers in Earth or Heaven are able 
to make any refiitance to his wiil, but that 
when he hath purpos'd,none can diſannul jr, 
when his hand is ſtretched out, none can 
turn it back : If, I fay, it can be ſhewn, that 
his power is thus exalted above all oppoſition 
whatſoever. we mult acknowledge it to be 
abſolute and infinite. And now what great 
Criticiſm is there requiſite to find out, that 
his power is thus abſolute and infinite ? Tt 
belongs to the natural notion of him, and 
'tis impoſſible for a Man rightly to attend to 
the Divine Nature, and not to cry out with 
Fehoſaphat, In thine hand, O God, is there 
wot power and might, ſo that none is able to 
withſtand thee » For if we have any true 
conception of him, he mult of neceſlity ap- 
pear to be the firſt of Beings, who exiſts 1n- 
dependently and of himſelt, z. e. borrows his 
B 3 original 
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original from no other ; but how can fuck a 
Being be limited or circumſcribed 2 Or who 
can fet him his bounds, which he ſhall not 
paſs ? Nothing ſurely can be limited, but 
by ſomething which 1s before it. But was 
any thing before him, who is the firſt as 
well as the laſt? Any thing cozxval with 
him, who only hath immortaliry 2 Again, 
all other things in the World beſide God 
were either made, or not made : If not 
made, then they are ſelf-fubſiſtent ; and if 
ſelt-ſubſiſtent, then ſince every Being natu- 
rally deſires its utmoſt perte&tion, they 
would queſtionleſs have inveſted themſelves 
with all imaginable perfeftions, and fo 
would be independent and all-ſ\ufticient. But, 
asf Ariſtotle well obſerves,and daily 
T Lib.de experience proves true, nothing be- 
2: fideGodis thus independent and all- 

Cap.s, fide is thus independent and a 
ſufficient, and conſequently nothing 
beſide him fſelf-ſubſiſtent. It remains then, 
that they were made. Made then they were 
either by themſelves, or by ſome other. By 
themſelves 'twas impoſſible, for ſo they muſt 
both have been, and not have been at the 
fame time in the ſame reſpect. They muſt 
have been, becauſe they ated, v/z. made 
themſelves, for nothing can a&, but whar 
is; they muſt not have been, becauſe they 
were not yet made, and therefore they were 
i12 being, and not in being at the ſame time 
| in 
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C972 
in the ſame reſpet. But this is a palpable 
contradition. Made then they were by 
fome other,and conſequently by God alone, 
nothing (as 'tis obferv'd before) being exi- 
ſtent before all things but He. This 1s ac- 
knowledg'd by all, that allow the Creation 
of the World. To inferr tnen : He, who 
alone made the Earth by lis Power, eſtab- 
liſh'd the World by his Wiſdom, and ftret- 
ched out the Heavens by his Diſcretion ; He, 
who plac'd Man and Beaſt upon the face of 


| the ground, and fill'd the ſpacious plains a- 


bove with Myriads of his Holy ones : He, I 
fay, who did all this only by the actual de- 
termination of his Will, muſt needs be irre- 
fiſtible in Power, as well as incomprehenfi- 
ble in Wiſdom. For who can be equal to 
him im Power, to whom all Power original- 
ly belongs 2 Who can oppoſe,or make Head 
againſt him, who is the bleſſed and only Po- 
tentate, the King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords ? Is it poſſible, that he ſhould find any 
reſiſtance from the Work of his own hands? 
Or that the clay ſhould hinder rhe potter 
from moulding it into what ſhape he plea- 
ſeth 2 Who then hath not known,who hath 
not heard, that the everlaſting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the Earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary ? Lift up your 
eyes on high, and behold that Royal Hoſt 
of Heaven. He bringeth them out by num- 
| B 4 br, 


: SS, 


ber, he calleth them all by their names ; by 
the greatneſs of his might, for that he is 
ſtrong in Power, not one faileth. When 
he commandeth, they fight from Heaven ; 
The Stars in their courſes fought againſt Si- 
ſera : Fire and Hail too, Snow and Vapour, 
Stormy-wind, all fulfill his word. Men do 
therefore ſtand up, and bleſs his glorious 
name, which is exalted above all Bleſſing 
and Praiſe, Angels and Powers, Cherubim 
and Seraphim, and all the company of 
Heaven caſt their never-tading and immor- 
tal Crowns before the Throne, and worſhip 
him, who reigneth for ever and ever. They 
_ ceaſe not day nor nighr, ſaying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty, Heaven and 
Earth are full of thy Glory. Nay there 1s 
no Nation under Heaven,no time nor Coun- 
try, Wherein many have not continually gi- 
ven him this Honour : He 15 ordinarily ſtil d 
by the Greeks HevTorex Twe, and by the La- 
HHS Tapiter Omnipoitens, Fater Omniporens, 
& Opt. Max. The Orators and Poets roo 
in many places ipake excellently to the 
ſame purpoſe : The tence of all which is, (to 
p7 uſe the words of the royal Plalmiſt, 
| nkiabc and of the humbl'd Tyrant of Ba- 
bylon ) The Lord is bizh avove all 
#he Earth, he is exaltcd far above all Gods. 
He doth according to his will in the Armies 
of Heaven, and amongſt the Inhabitants of 


the 
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the Earth, and none. can ftay his hand; or 


ſay unto | him, what -do'ſt thou 2 Thus you 


ſee this, one Eternal, ' Independent Being, 
God, is abundantly. qualifid for the. Govern» 
ment of the World upon the account of his 
Power. He is fo, Ls _ 

2.. In reſpe of his Knowledge, for he is 
Omniſcient, as well as Omnipotent, infinite 
in Knowledge, as well as infinge in Power, 
Many ways have -been taken'- by -learned 
Men for the proof of this Attribute z but 
being no Friend to fruitleſs, unneceſlary dif 
putes, I ſhall induſtriouſſy wave all ſuch ar» 
guments, as rather confound and perplex, 
than convince and reſolve the judgment, and 
endeavour with all the perſpicuity imaging» 
ble to lay before you this truth. Wherefore 
not to tell you, that God may therefore be 
ſaid to be Omniſcient, becauſe comprehen- 
ding within himſelf all the Ideas and Ellen» 
ces of things, together with all their polll- 
ble references and reſpects ; you need only 
remember, that Knowledge is a perſection, 
which therefore cannot be wanting to that 
Being, which (as it appears from what has 
been already diſcours'd) is abſolutely pers 
fea. It has often entitled Men to more than 
Humane Veneration ; for, it we run over 
the Catalogue of rhe Hearhen Deities,” tho? 
ſome of them by trophies, victories, and alt= 
ſaults did, as it were, take Heaven ir ſelf, 

YET 
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- yet we ſhall find, that in the greateſt num- 
ber of them Knowledge was the ladder, by 


which they aſcended to Divine honours. If 
then fo great a meaſure of this perfeRion has 
heen in the Creatures, how muſt all its 
lines neceſlarily Concentre in the Creator 
himſelf 2 He that made the eve, ſhall not he 
fee 2 He that gives to Man underſtanding, 
ſhall not he know 2 Doubtleſs he ſeeth not 
as Man feeth, but his Knowledge is abfolute, 
infinite, and unbounded. Hell is naked be- 
fore him, and deftruction hath no covering. 
The black obſcure chambers of Death are as 
clear to him as the Light ; and the gloomy 
Regions of everlaſting darkneſs as bright as 
the noon-dzy : We indeed ſee through a 
glaſs darkly, but He comprehends every 
wgle object with a moft perfet infallible 
view. We reafon and inferr, premife and 
conclude, and yet ſeldom arrive to the cer- 
tainty of 2 demonſtration ; but He with 
one ſingle act of intuition glanceth through 
the whole poſſibility of Being. The under- 
ſtandings of the moſt ſearching inquifitive 
Creatures, have been often puzled and foil'd 
by fome Phxnomena in Nature, and the An- 
gels theraſelves, (as we ſhall fee at large in 
us proper place) though Creatures of noble 
faculties and exalted underſtandings, have 
not been able to fee ro the bottom of Divine 


determinations : But there 1s no creature, 
that 


"Tas 1 SE... 
that is not mamifeſt in his ſight, Tidvre f'% 
yuuv! &, TiTEExHNTaune: but as the | 
entrails of the facrifice, and the Heb. 4.13- 
other moſt fecret parts were all {aid- open 
and diſcernible. before the Prieſt, by cutting 
the Sacrifice down the neck or back-bone, 
ſo all things, even the thoughts of our 
hearts, and our moſt hiddem contrivances 
are naked and open unto the eyes of him, 
gs dv uv 6 ASyG-* to whom we muſt give 
an account. This has been generally ac- 
knowledg'd by all Nations an the World,and 
Plato has therefore call'd God the Saul of - 
the World,becauſe he not only diflufeth him- 
ſelf through the whole maſs, actuating or 
giving lite and mation to all its parts, but 
chiefly becauſe he apprehended himto beno 
leſs conſcious to all our actions than our ſpi- 
rits themſelves, as intimately acquainted 
with our greateſt privacies, being a diſcer- 
ner of our very thoughts and intentions. But 
not to inſiſt upon the teſtimony of panticu- 
lar Authors, That common cuſtom amongſt 
all Nations of ſwearing by him, and calling 
him to witneſs to the ſincerity of their hearts, 
ſufficiently declares an univerſal balict of this 
Attribute. I ſhould now proceed, Woes 

3. To ſpeak a word or two of his Omni- 
preſence , an Attribute equally requiſite 
to the great Governour of the World, as ei- 
ther his Omniſcience, or Omaipotence. But 

| though 
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though both the. Ancients and Moderns 
have queſtion'd this Attribute more than 
'any other ; yet the conceſſions on both ſides 
prove enough for my purpoſe, and ſo fave 
me the trouble of enlarging here upon it. For 
though I cannot believe, but that God is 
(as the Ancient Philoſophers tell us, when 
they deſcribe him to be a Circle, whole cen- 
tre is every where, and circumference no 
where ) not only in Heaven , but every 
where elſe too ſubſtantially and eſſentially 
preſent ; yet if to ſtop the mouths of Gain- 
fayers I ſhould grant,that he is in this World 
only vertually and efficaciouſly, by his Wif- 
dom and Power, I ſhould give nothing, 
that would any ways invalidate the truth of 
our aſlertion, ſince one way or other they 
all acknowledge his Providence. Thus then 
tis plain, that the hand of the Lord is not 
ſhortned, that it cannot fave : But that (if 
he pleaſe) he can without any the leaſt in- 
terruption of his own eſlential happinels, ex- 
tend his particular providence to every 1n- 
dividual thing in the World. And that he 
will be pleaſed thus graciouſly to deal with 
us, i'We:can have no reaſon to doubt, if we 
conſider : 

i. That Wiſdom is eſſential to his nature, 
and that therefore he cannot do any thing 
but for wiſe and great ends. Did he then 


by his all-creating voice call the beauteous 
Fabrick 
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Fabrick of this World out of the Abyſs of 
vanity, and nothing, only to ſtand by, and 
behold ſo goodly a Frame hurried about by 
the unſtable methods of Chance and :For- 
tune? What prudent Man, after he has built 
a ſtately Veſſel, ever commits it without 
Pilate or Mariner to the mercy of the Winds 
and Seas 2? Surely at this rate Natures' God 
would be leſs wiſe than her ſelf, who, as the 
Philoſopher truly obſerves, does nothing in 
vain. Burt, 

2. God will take care of the World, be- 
cauſe he is juſt. Shall not the Judge of all 
the Earth do right, was but a rational expo« 
ſftulation of the Patriarch with God; for in- 
juſtice is ſo great a blemiſh, ſuch a ſtain and 
diſreputation, even to the Sons of Men, that 
many thereby have been expoſed to ſhame, 
and Judges themſelves been overthrown in 
ſtony places. What baſe unworthy thoughts 
then muſt he have of God, who can preſume 
to rob him of this neceſfary, this inſepara- 
ble Attribute 2 An Attribute ſo eſſential to 
the God- head, that we may as well ſay with 
the Fool there is no God, as deny this God 
to be infinitely juſt. Can he then, who is 
independent and all-ſufficient, a circle of Ex- 
cellency, and an endleſs orb of Perfection, 
either be inclin'd through partiality, or cor- 
rupted with gifts, or be any other ways 
tempted to neglect or violate the Laws of 
__ | | juſtice ? 
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tice? Whatever they ſuppoſe, who are at 
eaſe in Sion, and therefore cannot endure to 
refledt upon the diſmal appearances of the 
great day of accounts, yet certainly, as the 
Divine Philoſopher in his Theatetus ſpeaks, 
©2085 Sr pry 50s EIFOG GAN &s cloſe FroudTAlos* 
#.e. God 1s not, cannot in any reſpect what- 
ever be unjuſt, but muſt neceſfarily be juſt 
in the higheſt degree. Though therefore he 
is ſtrong and patient, and doth not execute 
his anger every day ; yet doubtleſs he is a 
righteous Judge, who will at length render 
to every Man according to his Works. The 
fober Heathens were always of this mind, 
and therefore thongh St. Pax/ found ſome at 
Athens, who mock'd when they heard of 
the Reſarreftion of the dead, yet we hear 
of none, that reply'd againſt the Doctrine of 
a future Judgment. They rightly under- 
ſtood both the temper of their own Spirits, 
and alſo the nature of God's, and therefore 
had before-hand concluded, that there was 
a judgment to come. But now how can 
God judge the World in righteouſneſs, if 
he will not vouchfate to mind the things, 
that are in the World > How can he mj- 
niſter true judgment unto the People, if 
he fees not, it he knows not what Men 
do upon the Earth > Since then Juſtice is fo 
cft&ntial to the Godhead, that he may as well 


70 _- as to be juſt: Since there- 
fore 


TW] | 
fore he will at length ere&t his Tribunal, 
when all the ſeeming Inequalities, which fo 
much diſquiet our minds in his preſent di- 
ſpenſation, ſhall be adjuſted, and theſe jar- 
ring diſcords become one perfet Harmony 
and Proportion : Since according to the- ſe- 
veral degrees of merit and demerit in theſe, 
that ſtand to be judged, he ſhall impartially 
deſtribute the ſeveral degrees of Rewards and 
Puniſhments, fo that the Heavens will be 
forc'd to declare his Righteouſneſs, and An- 
gels arid Archangels to applaud his Juſtice : 
He muſt not, he cannot be a Stranger to 
things done here below. He muſt ſearchus 
out, and know us, be about our Paths, and 
about our Beds, and ſpy out all our ways. 
There muſt not be a word in our tongue, 
but he. muſt know it altogether. He muſt 
underſtand all our thoughts, and pierce into 
the depth of our moſt hidden counſels, for 
elſe it might unluckily fall out, that there 
might at laſt be no Reward for the Righte- 
ous, though there ſhould be a God to judge 
thoſe, that liv'd in the Earth. Wherefore 
by what means we are aſſur'd of his Juſtice, 
by the fame weare ſecur'd of his Providence : 
But we are as ſure of his Juſtice as of his very 
Being; and therefore muſt conclude, that as 
ſure as God is, he will take care of the 
World.. But 


3- Who 
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* 3” Who can reaſonably: doubt of the kind 
Providence of Heaven, that has in the leaſt 
taſted that God is Good ? Thisis the firſt, the 
cleareſt Notion we have of him, the brigh- 
teſt and lovelieſt emanation of him; who is 
Lovelineſs it ſelf. He is ſo good, that a 
Man may as ſoon number the Stars of Hea- 
ven, the drops of Rain, or the days of Eter- 
nity, as fathom the depth of this immenſe, 
this unbounded Ocean, The Philoſophers 
think no words high enough to expreſs it. 
Plato tiles him '19Yav Ts 'Ayads, The Idea 
or very Eſſence of Goodneſs, and makes him 
under this Name the firſt Hypoſtaſis in his 
celebrated 7Zriad. Famblichus to the ſame 
purpoſe calls him, To 8175 'Azx80; and Hie- 
rocles, Tiwv ue] waxy "ood murTax, Seneca al- 
ſures us, that Goodxeſs is not only the prin- 
cipal Attribute of the Deity, but alſo the ve- 
ry Foundation as I may fo fay, whereon all 
the others are built : Primus efF Deorum cul- 
tus, ſays he, Deos credere ; deinde reddere 
tlis Majeſtatem ſuam , reddere Bonitatem, 


fine qua nulla Majeſtas. The DoCQtors in the 


Talmud ſpeak much after the fame rate ; and 
if they ſay true, St. Auſtin» (as the learned 
Gregory's Poſthuma Chaplain obſerves) needed 
roughly, who ask'd him what God employ'd 
himſelt about before the World was made? 
He was not making Hell for ſuch bold In- 
1 quiſitors 
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not to have anſwered him ſo. 
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quiſitors, but creating repentance, ſay they, 
or contriving all the ways how he might be 
merciful enough to the Man he is ſo mind- 
ful-of, and to the Son of Man he ſo much 
regardeth. Nay, that this in very deed is 
his: Favourite , his darling Excellence, in 
which his Soul takes moſt delight and com- 
placency ; The Holy Scriptures too do a- 
bundantly teſtifie : God is, fay they, what? 
Wiſdom ? or Juſtice ? or Power ? or Maje- 
ſty 2 No, God is love. He is indeed a great 
and terrible God ; infinite, as I have ſhewn, 
in Power, infinite in Wiſdom, infinite in 
Juſtice : But they ſeem, as it were, to over= 
look all theſe Perfeftions, whilſt they tell 
us in the abſtract, that he is Love. This is 
his name, and this his memorial throughout 
all Generations ; His I fay, truly, proper- 
Iy, incommunicably His, as appears from 
our Saviour's anſwer to the Man,who (look- 
ing upon him only as a mere Man) called 
him good Maſter ; Why calleſt thou me 
good 2? ſays he, there is none good but one, 
that is God. Now then, if God be thus el- 
ſentially good, who can imagine, but thar 
he will take care of his Creatures 2 Good- 
neſs, you know, 1s of its own nature com- 
municative ; and like Fire, it naturally en- 
deavours to dilate it ſelf, by turning all it 
lays hold upon into its own nature. Does 


the Sun then rejoyce to run his courſe, and 
to 
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to communicate his Light to this lower 
World ? Doth the fond Mother take pleafure 
in cheriſhing ker helpleſs Babe, and, though 
not without pains and trouble, preferve it 
continually in her arms from all ſuch things 
as may hurt it ; and can we ſuppoſe, thar 
God, who, (as you have ſeen) is the Fonn- 
tain, Perfeftion, and very Eſſence of Good- 
neſs, ſhould expoſe his helpleſs Creatures to 
ſtand upon their own legs, and to provide 
for themſelves 2 No, Thouſand Thouſands, 
fays the Prophet Danzel, 7. 10. miniſter un- 
to him,and Ten Thouſand times Ten'Thou- 
ſand ſtand before him, all ready to receive 
his great commands, and with ſwifteſt wing 
to execute his good pleaſure among the 
Children of Men. Tis their higheſt repaſt 
indeed to lay themſelves down at the 
Spring-head of Bliſs, and inceſlantly to 
drink out of the pure River of Life, which 
proceedeth our of the Throne of God and of 
the Lamb; yet in obedience to their great 
Lord they joytully come down from their 
celeſtial Manſions, ſinging and praifing that 
infinite Goodneſs, which ſo wonderfully 
provides for the preſervation of all his Crea- 
tures; ſo that, if the Lord would be pleas'd 
to open our eyes, as he did the young Man's 
at the Prayer of E1;/ha, we ſhould behold a 
bright and glirtering Hoſt of ausiitary Spi- 
rits, not only watching over witole King- 
doms 
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dotfis and Communities of Men, but likes 
wiſe continually incamping round about 
evety ſingle, individual godly Man, and 
with the greateſt care and concern deliver- 
ing hint night and day from the miſchievous 
attempts of the Powers of darkneſs. | 

' Thus I have done with the firſt thing I 
propoſed, having abundantly ſhewn, that all 
theſe Attributes, Omnipotence,Omniſcience, 

Omnipreſence, Infinite Wiſdom, Fuſtice, and 
Goodneſs, do inſeparably belong to the Di- 
vine Nature, and conſequently that Ged is 
both able, and alſo willing to prefide over us. 
I now proceed to confirm and eſtablith the 
ſame Truth by ſome few Arguments, which 
(as I faid before) do not ſuppoſe, but necef- 
farily and unavoidably conclude too for his 
Being. | 

x. Then, that there is ſome Great, Invi- 
ſible Being, who by his infinite Wiſdom and 

Almighty Power prefides over, and governs 
all things both in Heaven and Earth, will 
abundantly appear to any Man, who ſhall 
Rand fill a while, and contemplate the wide 
Theatre of the World, and impartially far- 
vey the ſeveral parts of the Creation. The 
Greatneſs and Beauty of the Creatures will 
render the Creator proportionably viſible, 
and the operations of ſubordinate Agents. 

lead us to a clear acknowledgment of the 


firſt ſupreme Mover. Askthe Heavens,and 
C2 they 
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they will witneſs; the Celeſtial Bodies, and 
they will declare his Wiſdom. How comes 
the Sun to move by an oblique Circle,when 
his Journey would be more eafie and com- 
pendious through the Xquator, if an over- 
ruling Providence has not ſo wiſely ordered 
his motion, that he may in their due ſeaſons 
diſpenſe his benign and comfortable influence 
to all parts of the World, and yet not in- 
flame the Earth by his too near approaches ? 
Who commandeth the Morning, and cau- 
ſeth the Day-ſpring to know his place? Who 
hath ſo regularly diſtinguiſh'd the Viciſſ1- 
tudes of Light and Darkneſs, and fo orderly 
conſtituted the different ſeaſons of the Year? 
Who hath appointed the Moon for certain 
ſeaſons, and brings her out with her glorious 
train to illuminate the Earth, leaſt primitive 
Darkneſs entirely blot out the Light, and fo 
regaining its loſt Empire, fit brooding with 
all its attendant horrors upon the face of the 
whole Earth 2 Who hath given the Pole-ſtar 
for a Guide to the Mariner, and ſo excel- 
lently qualifi'd the diflerent and unequal mo- 
tions of the Stars and Planets, that though 
they never go together, yet they never in- 
terrupt or hinder one another in their cours, 
ſes, but conſtantly move each in its order 
and ſeaſon? Can any thing leſs, than an Al- 
mighty Arm, bind the ſweet :nfluences of 
Pleiades, or looſe the bands vi Orioz 2 Or 


any 
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any thing leſs, than infinite Wiſdom, bring 


forth Mazaroth in his ſeaſon, and guide Ar- 


dAurus with his Sons ? Fpzcarus his God in- 
deed, as * Maximus Tyrias well 
obſerves, was rather like a Sarda- 
napalus, than a Deity ; ſo delicate, tender, 
ſoft, and effeminate, that the leaſt thought 
of buſineſs would diſturb his brain,and marr 
all his Felicity ; 79 «Srv, ſays he, 57 
&5T0 TOH4aT” Exel, BY OM® TXtxi The 
Immortal Being neither hath any buſineſs 
himſelf, nor creates any to others. And 
thus having diſcarded his God both from 
creating and minding the World, from Leu- 
cippus and Democritus (as they from the 
Phenician Mochus ) he fondly conceited, 
that all this Beauty and Regularity in. the 
motions of the Heavenly Bodies, and their 
immediate ſubſerviency to the uſe of Man- 
kind, could, without the contrivance of any 
Superiour, Immaterial Agent, be the natu- 
ral reſult of homogeneous matter fortuitouſly 
jumbled together. But how unworrhy theſe 
ſentiments are of the refin'd Spirit of a Phi- 
loſopher, is ſufficiently evident from the 
common Principles of natural Reaſon it ſelf, 
For every part of this beauteous frame, bears 
the faireſt and largeſt characters of the grea- 
teſt Wiſdom and Goodneſs as can be 1mas 
gin'd, fo that the Atheiſt himſelf does not 
think much to grant, that he cannot ſee, 
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how things could have been better ordered, 
though God himſelf ſhould indeed have con- 
trivd them. But could chance be the cauſe 
of this fair, this excellent effet, wherein we 
can diſcover no blot nor miſtake, but all the 
various parts are fo excellently adapted to 
their particular uſes, and yet with ſo much 
order and re oularity rendered ſubſervient to 
one another, "that the whole is nothing elſe, 
but a periect pattern of beauty and prapor- 
tion? Suppoſe the Brute matter being ſet in 
motion by the Eternal Mind, (as our Neo- 
tericks would have it) ſhould at length, af- 
ter infinite circumgyrations, applications, at- 
critions, adhefions, and complications of it 
ſelf in an immenſe ſpace, amount to ſome 
more rude and imperfect delineations of na- 
ture ; yet 1s it poſſible we ſhould imagine, 
that the particles of 1t could ever fall into 
that exact form, order, motion, and ſervice- 
ableneſs to the World, which the Heavenly 
Bodies are in, unleſs manag'd and diſpos'd 
by Divine Wiſdom and Counſel 2 As well 
may we conclude, that the Mauſoleum, the 
Pyramids of Feypt, or any other ſtately 
ſtructure we ever heard of in the World, 
were never contriv d and erected by the me- 
chanical wit of Man, but that the Iron, 
Stones, Timber, and all the other materials, | 
playing, and toying up and down without 
any Care or thought, did upon a time very 

fortu- 
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fortunately meet together, and after ſeveral 
trials and encounters on all ſides, at laſt fo 
happily hit upon one anothers humours and 
diſpoſitions, that of their own accord,with- 
out the counſel or contrivance of any Intelli- 
gent Being,they (combin'd together,and ſet- 
tled themſelves in thoſe Beautiful and Magnie 
ficent Structures fo famous throughout the 
World. I am ſure the greateſt Speculatiſts 
of all Ages, whoſe enlarged Souls lov'd fre- 
quently to aſcend into theſe outer Courts of 
Heaven, were always of this mind, amongſt 
whom the judicious Roman Orator in parti- 
cular was ſo deeply aftefted with the ſenſe 
of theſe things, that he thought *'twas im- 
poſlible for'a Man ſeriouſly to contemplate 
the elegance and accurate order of them, and 
not plainly diſcern = them the Providence 
of God. Quid poteF? eſſe tam 
apertum, *lays = tamgque pers "o_ _—_— 
ſpicuum, cum celum ſuſpeximas, 
celeſtiaque contemplati ſumus, quam eſſe ali- 
quod numen preſtantiſſime mentis, quo hac 
regantur ? And again as emphatically in the 
cloſe of his ſecond Book de Divinarione : Ef> 
fe praftantem aliquam, Aternamque Natu- 
ram, & eam ſuſpiciendam admirandamgue ho- 
minum generi, pulchritudo mundi, ordague 
rerum Celeſtium cogit confiteri ; That there 
is ſome moſt Excellent and Eternal Nature, 
which ought to be honoured and admired by 
| G 4 Manking, 


Mankind, the Beauty of the World, and the 


order of the Heavenly Lights compell us to 
confeſs : Nay that great ſtickler for Epicu- 

rus, + Lucretius himſelf, was ſo 
TION: ſtagger'd at the contemplation of 
all this order and regularity in the motions 


of the Heavenly Bodies, that he was forc'd 


to lay afide the peremptory, dogmatical hu- 
mour of his monopolizing ſed, and to re- 
ſolve all his ſearch and enquiry into theſe 
matters into a puny, precarious may be, 
which too, and that very often ſcarce ſtands 
within the comprehenſive bounds of poſlibi- 
lity. And you know 'twas the ſame conſi- 
deration, that induc'd not only the ignorant 
and vulgar, who generally judge of things 
by their ſenſes, but alſo the moſt learn'd, in- 
genious, and contemplative Philoſophers,the 
Zabii amongſt the Chaldeans, the Hier 
grammatifts amongſt the Zg yptians, the 
Magi amongſt the Perfians, the Gymnoſ0- 
phiſts amongſt the 7ndians, the Pythagoreans 
and Platoni/ts among(t the Greeks, to: wor- 
ſhip them for Gods, = 

But let us deſcend a while from theſe 
bright Manſions of day, and we (hall find, 
that even this lower World does not lie in 
fo much darkneſs and obſcurity, but that 
here alſo we ſee ſuch palpable evidences of 
his Being and Providence, that though 
Abraham be ignorant of us, and //rael ac- 
Ia knowledge 
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knowledge us not; yet ſurely He is, as Plato 
ſpeaks, TxThe Novror, as well as HomrHs' the 
Father and Governour of all things, as yell 
as the Maker of them ; Our Deliverer, our 
Guardian, our Preſferver, and that in Him 
we live, and move, and have our very Be- 
ings. Whocan walk through the liquid and 
ſpacious Plains of the Air, ſeriouſly conſi- 
dering the admirable temperature of that 
Element, and not trace the Footſteps of Pro- 
vidence in each Particle of it 2 What, but 
an All-wiſe Agent, who takes care for the 
welfare of his Creatures, could fo admirably 
adapt and accommodate it to the great ends 
of the Creation, making it the treaſury of 
vital breath, without which we ſhould im- 
mediately relapſe into our original duſt ? 
Who bringeth the Winds out of his Trea- 
ſures, to diſſipate noiſome and contagious 
Vapours, left ſtagnating in the Air they 
ſhould by their corrupt tabifick matter occa- 
ſion many diſeaſes in Animals, and alſo by 
their cool refreſhing breezes; to temper anc 
allay the ſcorching Beams of the Meridian 
Sun in ſuch Regions, which otherwiſe 
through the extremity of heat would faint 


and languiſh near the Aquator 2 Who by 


the ſame officious Miniſters bringeth the 
Cloud over the Earth, to cauſe it to rain on 
thedry and parched ground 2 Or who with 


. Moderateand gentle thow'rs impregnates the 


Womb 
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Womb of the Earth, and caulcth the bud of 
the tender Herb to ſpring forth ? Again, 
who hath laid up the Waters, as it were in 
2 Treaſure-houſe, not ſuffering their wet, li- 
quid Particles to be mingled with the dry 
ones of the Earth, leſt the whole ſhould be- 
come one uninhabitable Quagmire ? What 
but an Univerſal Principle of Wiſdom and 
Counſel, has rendred this vaſt and wide 
Ocean, contrary to the nature of many o- 
ther Waters, of fo thick a conſiſtency, that 
tis admirably fitted and diſpos'd for the mu- 
tual commerce of one Nation with another 2? 
Or what, but ſuch a Being cauſeth it con- 
ſtantly to obſerve its ebbs and flows, its 
Spring and Nepe-tides, and yet {till to re- 


 tainits faltneſs fo convenient for the mainte- 


nance of its Inhabitants 2 What, but Omni- 
potence, could fetter and ſhackle this mur- 
muring, reſtleſs, unruly Element ; ſhut its 
fury in with Bars and Doors, and curb the 
inſolence of its proud ſwelling waves only 
with reins of ſand 2 Who, but He, filenceth 
the raging tempeſt, commands the fighting 
Winds to leave oft their contentions, and 
ſaatcheth the Mariner, when at his wits end, 
from the devouring jaws of the Deep ; after 
all gently wafting him to the Haven, where 
he would be ? If thoſe Men, who confin'd 
the Providence of God to the narrower limits 
of the Heavenly Spheres, had ever gone 

_ down 
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down to the Sea in Ships,and occupy 'd their 
buſineſs in thoſe great Waters, I doubt they 
would ſoon have been of another mind, and 
have confeſs'd, that his Wonders were to be 
ſeen too in the Deep. 

But we need neither contemplate the ſim- 
ple and uniform luſtre of the prime eſſential 
Glory, variouſly refle&ted in the dazling 
ſplendors and brightneſs of the Heavenly 
Bodies, nor yet ſearch the bottam of the 
Deep, if happily we may find him there : 
For do not even the Wilderneſs and the foli- 
tary places rejoyce with joy and ſinging ; 
and the beauty and uſefulneſs, the variety 
and convenience of the Hills and Dales, of 
the Mountains and Valleys, of the Groves 
and Foreſts declare the Glory of the Lord, 
and the Excellency of our God ? Who can 
ſilently conſider, that the ſame cold infipid 
maſs of Earth, which (as Mr. +7;.,4 of the 
+ Ray diſcourſeth) is grateful 77i/dom of God 
to no ſenſe, and in all appea- *#2* Creation. 
rance deſtitute of any warmth or prolifick 
vertue, ſhould produce Trees and Plants, 
Herbs and Flowers, ſo various in their ſhape 
and colour, fo refreſhing in their odours, fo 
fragrant in their ſmell, ſo medicinal in their 
vertue, ſo beneficial in their uſes, of fo love- 
ly and harmonious a beauty, and affecting 
all our ſenſes with wonder and delight. That 
Springs and Fountains, Brooks and Rivers, 


Lakes 
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Lakes and ſtanding Pools of water ſhould be 
ſcatter'd and diſpers'd all the Earth over, 


which otherwiſe in ſome parts, as in Egypt 


and 7ud:z, would be utterly deſtitute and 
void of Inhabitants. That ſprings ſhould 
break forth on the ſides of Mountains moſt 
remote from the Sea ; and hidden, undiſcer- 
ned ways be made for Rivers, through 
Straits, and Rocks,and Subterraneous Vaults, 
as though nature had cut them on purpoſe 
to derive the Water, which elſe would over- 
flow and drown whole Countries : That the 
Water thus paſſing through the veins of the 
Earth ſhould be rendred freſh and potable, 
which yet we cannot eftect by any percola- 
tions; the faline particles paſſing even 
through a ten-fold filtre. That in ſome 
places there ſhould ſpring forth metallick 
and mineral Waters, and hot Baths, and 
theſe ſo. conſtant and permanent for many 
Ages, and ſo convenient for divers Medici- 
nal intentions and uſes ; the Cauſes of which 
things, or the means and methods, by which 
they are perform'd, have not been as yet 
certainly diſcover d. Who, I fay, can ſeri- 
oufly conſider all this, and not gratefully 
acknowledge, that they are thegracious and 


' miraculous eftefts of infinite Counſel and 


Underſtanding ? Again, do not all the va- 
rious kinds of Creatures, that move upon 


the face of the Earth, tell us that He 1s here, 
EL: T2 and 


' 
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_ and direCt us by their wonderful Operations 


to his Wiſdom and Goodneſs > How natu- 
rally doth every Animal ſeek the preferva- 
tion of its Species, and chooſe as fit and pro- 
per means for the attainment of its end, as it 
could do,if it had a rational intelligent Soul 2 
How with no leſs various, than curious arts 
do the Birds interweave and plat their Neſts 
to hatch their young ones in 2 And the Ant, 
(as all Naturaliſts agree) and the Squirrel 
(as is obſerv'd by the very Vulgar, who fre- 


quently pillage its hoards of nuts) provi- 


dently lay up their treaſure againſt the time 
of extremity ? Nay,how do the firſt of theſe, 
though they bring but one morſel of meat 
at a time, and have not fewer perhaps than 


| ſeven or. eight young in the neſt together, 


which at the return of their Dams do all ar 
once with equal greedineſs hold up their 
heads, and gape for that morſel, as though 
they were really able judiciouſly to diſtin- 
guith, and count their number, not omir or 
forget one of them, but feed them all > 
With what reſolution as well as tenderneſs 
do the Creatures cheriſh and foſter their 
Young, the very weakeſt and moſt timo- 
rous of them, fuch as Hens and Geeſe, ſhew- 
ing in their defence ſo much bravery and 
courage, as cven contrary to the motions of 
ſenſe, and' the inſtin& of ſelf-preſervation, 
to encounter all manner of dangers to pre- 

41crve 


( 30 
ſerve them from harm 2? *Twould be no leſs 
pleaſant than profitable, to run through the 
ſeveral Claſſes of Anitnals, and obſerve whar 
wonderful methods they all at other times 
uſe for their own ptefervation. The Creziar 
_ a—_ Goats, as Þ Zully obſerves are no 
Deer. 1.2, ſooner wounded with poyſoned 
__ darts, but, as though their own 
counſel and experience directed them, they 
incontinently fly to the Herb Dz:4amnas, 
whoſe wonderful vertue immediately works 
the arrows out of their Bodies, and heals up 
the wound ; and the Fiſh, call'd therefore 
Sepia, (fays the fame Author) afſloon as 
purſu'd by the Fiſhermen, blackens the wa- 
ter with her Blood, and ſo makes her eſcape. 
The Lamb, as moſt Naturaliſts take it for 
ranted, will immediately acknowledge the 
Wolf its Enemy, though it never ſaw one be- 
fore; and we daily ſee, that Poultrey, Par- 
tridges, and other Birds at the firſt ſight 
know Birds of prey, and make fign of it by 
a peculiar note of their voice to their Young, 
who thereupon preſently ſecure and hide 
theraſeives. Nay, natural Agents themſelves 
att as conſtantly for wiſe and good ends, as 
theſe great Receptacles and Habitations of 
ſenſe. They neglet their private Good 
and proper Ends, to maintain and promote 
the publick Good of the Univerſe. Thus the 
Waters aſcend upwards, thc Fire downward 
againſt 


C77 
againſt Nature, to prevent any Chaſm in 
the compages of the Univerſe ; and every 
natural Body wil! rend and burſt in pieces; 
rather than the order of the World fhould 
be violated by a penetration of dimenſions. 
But can all this be the production of blind 
chance or neceſhity, or rather the miraculous 
effects of infinite Goodneſs and Underſtan- 
ding? Ob Finem agere, fays the learned 
f Grotins, non eſt nift intelli> +0, ona. 
gentis Naturg : To a& for Relig. Chriſt. 
ſome end is the incommunica- **<7- 

ble property of an intelligent Being, Since 
then borh natural and ſenſitive Agents act 
conſtantly for ſome end, and yer (as ap- 
pears from their always repeating the ſame 
things exactly in the ſame method, without 
ever trying any new experiments, andtheir 
ineptitude to other concerns of no greater- 
moment) cannot be directed in their ope- 
rations by any counſel of their own ; (This: 
being a plain and evident token, that they 
cannot do otherwiſe, and conſequently that 
they act, not from Reaſon, but purely from 
neceſlity) ſince, I fay, they act with grea- 
ter Reaſon, than what they are capable of 
learning by imitation or inſtruction, we 
muſt of neceſſity conclude, that there is 
ſome inviſible, high and over-ruling Wiſ- 
dom, who by his impreſſion diredts them as 
naturally to their proper ends, as the im- 
preſſion 


Lp 

preſſion of the Archers hand drives the ar- 
row towards the mark; ſo that, as the 
+ Orator ſpeaks, he can by no 
means deſerve the name of a Man 
(of a rational, thinking, intelhi- 
cent Being) who after a due conſideration 
of all theſe things, can fill profeſs his igno- 
rance of that All-wiſe Being, who ſo excel- 
lently ordereth and diſpoſeth them. 

But to come nearer home, whence has 
Man his Title of Soveraignty over his Fel- 
low Creatures, or who hath given him this 
Charter of Univerſal, unlimited Empire ? 
All the Creatures do obeiſance to him, and 
in their ſeveral ſtations pay Him conſtant 
ſervice. Some of them furniſh his Table 
with food and delicacies, others kindly pre- 
vent or remove his Diſeaſes by their medici- 
nal Vertues. Some cloath and adorn his 
Body, others aſſiſt him in, and eaſe him of 
his labours. Nay there are ſome, which 
ſeem to have been created for no other end, 
than his fport and recreation ; and if any 
turn Rebels, and difown his Authority, they 
as conſcious of their guilt, immediately fly 
his Court, and betake themſelves to the 
Wilderneſs. Nay, though ſome ſo far for- 
get their allegiance, as to become cruel and 
noxious to him they ſhould obey ; yet 0- 
thers on the contrary bear him ſuch good 


+ Cicero de 
Legib.lib.2, 


will and afte&tion, that to fave him the 


trouble 
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trouble of entring the liſts himſelf, they - 
bravely fight his Battels, breathing conti- 
 nual defiance againſt theſe Enemies of their 
Lord. Thus the Horſe is a virulent enemy 
to the Bear, the Dolphin to the Crocodile, 
the Elephant to the Dragon, and the Lizard 
to the Serpent. Now did his own ſtrength 
or policy thus bring Dominion to him, or 
his own right arm obtain him this victory ? 
His might is vaſtly inferior to that of many 
Creatures, and 'tis impoſſible his Reaſon 
could ever implant ſo much awe, and dread 
of him upon ſuch, as never experienc'd it. 
Doubtleſs then his Power is deriv d from 
ſome other Being, that is boti ſtronger and 
wiſer than himſelf and is Fellow Creatures, 
and that other being can be none but God. 

Again, let a Man contemplate the ſtru- 

Cture of his own Body, and he will ſee fo 
plain an inſcription of Providence in each 
member of it, that he will be forcd to ſay 
of it, what Heraclitas once did of his Stove ; 
Etiam hic Dii ſunt, Here alſo is that infinite- 
ly Wiſe and Powerful God, who ordereth all 
things in the World according to the coun- 
ſel of his own will. For not to examine the 
infinite variety, delicate ſmalneſs, exquiſite 
ſhape, poſition, and temper of the parts of 

this wondrous contrivance, and how they 

all unanimouſly ſerve their ſeveral ends : 


the 
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the Embryo in the dark receſſes of the ma- 
trix without any care of the Parent, and 
the conveyance of its nouriſhment through 
the Yaſa Umbilicalia : The natural cloſing 
up of thoſe veſſels upon the Birth of the 
Child, when it 1s to receive its nutriment 
another way, are full, pregnant, and un- 
controulable demonſtrations of a Providence. 
Such Knowledge indeed is too wonderful 
and excellent for the groveling Atomiſt, and 
has in all Ages miſerably detected the weok- 
neſs of the unthinking injudicious Epicurean; 
but to unprejudiced Men 1t has read continu- 
al Lectures of the Divine Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, and alſo from profane irreligious Per- 
ſons extorted this confeſſion ; that God had 
faſhion'd them behind and before, and that 
therefore they were fearſully and wonderful- 
ly made. Thus + Galen,who was 
no great Friend to Religion, ob- 
ſerving that there was nothing in 
an Human Body, either ſupertluous or defe- 
cive, nothing rude, unpoliſh'd, imperfect, 
or irregular ; bur that all, even its moſt mi- 
nute, inconſiderable parts were ſo curiouſly 
adarted to their particular uſes, and yet fo 
wiſely and regularly adminittred to the ſup- 
ply of the whole, that the whole frame was 
nothing elſe but perfect elegance and beau- 
ty, the moſt accurate order and exacteſt 
ſymmetry 1maginable, was wound up to 

ſuch 


+ Lib. 2+ de 


uſuPartium 
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fuch an extatick admiration of the Wiſdom, 
that contriv'd it, that after he had Jong 
rack'd and tortur'd his brains to find (it 
poſſible) ſome way or other to evade this 
confeſſion, he at laſt entirely over-born with 
the preſence of ſo evident and undeniable a 
truth, broke out into this rapturous expreſ- 
flon : Compono hic prefect Canticum in Cres" 
atoris noftri laudem, qui ultro res ſuas orna- 
re volait melits, quam alli arte poſſent. Here 
in truth do I compoſe an Hymn 1n praiſe of 
our Creator, who of his own free Goodnefs 
has been pleas'd to adorn afhd beautifie his 
Creatures, beyond what either Art or Wit 
can imitate or imagine : And ior the fame 
reaſon fome + Philoſophers have ' +y;9e 07145 
been induc'd to believe, that eve- con. Cel: 
ry particular part of a Man's Boily, 352, 4 
had a particular Genius or good de Myſeer. 
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Laſtly, If from the Body we appeal unto 
the Soul, we ſhall find, that from premiſes 
granted by the Atheilt himſelf, ihe will fo 
clearly and undeniably conclude roo for a 
Providence, that as * Lactantius | 
obſerves, he can by no means de- : EP 
ferve the title of Rational, who is * 
1gnorant of God, the great Parent of his 
Sout. For why does not the Needle more 


naturally turn rowards its beloved North, 
D 2 nor 
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nor the Heliotrope more zealouſly affet the 


Kiſſes of the riſing Sun, then the Soul of 
Man, eſpecially when by often refle&ing 
upon her own excellencies ſhe has diſdain- 
fully ſhaken off thoſe plummets, which ſink 
her down into matter,dilating and ſpreading 
her ſelf boundleſly beyond the utmoſt ſphere 


of Finite Beings, points with her full bent 


and verticity to the Fruition of ſome Infi- 
nite Good, as tothe only centre, whereon 
ſhe can finally reſt 2 We find by experience, 
that theſe noble intelligent Creatures are too 
large for the Qircle and Embraces of Na- 
ture ; aſpiring above the gratifications of 
ſenſe and materiality, to the everlaſting 
poſleſſion of a Spiritual and Immortal Blel- 
ſedneſs. They can indeed refreſh themſelves 
with the excellency of the Creatures, and 
diſcover ſuch variety of ſweetneſs and beau- 
ty in their natures, as will plentifully enter- 
tain them with delightſome ipeculations. 


But for pure reſt and peace, for plenary ac- 


quieicence and termination of deſires, 'tis no 
where, I ſay, to be found within the whole 
Latitude of the Creation. The Depth faith, 
it 15 not 11 me ; and the Sea faith it is not in 
me, ſo tat though our perverſe Wills ſhould 
purſue their beloved Prey through all the 
vaſt Wilderneſs of the World, and force our 
enflav'd Underſtandings to follow the chaſe 
With them, yet aſter all their toil and labour 


they 
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they muſt at laſt fit down weary and diſla- 
tisfy'd, find themſelves poor and indigent 
in the midſt of ali their Enjoyments, and 
weep with the infatiable Macedon, becauſe 
they cannot find a World, ſome ſolid and 
ſubſtantial Happineſs, which may fill the 
utmoſt capacity of their craving: appetites, 
and refreſh them with an inexhauſtible ſpring 
of uninterrupted delights. Bur whence is it, 
I ask again, that our Souls have theſe capa- 
cious, theſe dilated deſires ; unleſs there is 
ſome Being of ſuch ample, copious, and ſo- 
Iid excellence, as may anſwer to the full ex- 
tent of them?” Some object within rhe Lati- 
tude of its Entity proportionable for them 
to fix and bottom upon 2 That 1s 1n other 
terms, unleſs there be a God and Provi- 
dence 2 Again, whence 1s it, that the Dread 
of ſome great, invifible Power, and the an» 
xious expectation of a judgment to come, 
are ſo twiſted and interwoven with our very 
Beings, that (notwithſtanding the trium- 
phant Shoutings, Pcetical Rants, and noiſie 
Acclamations of the jolly and o- 
ver-fluſh'd + Champion of Epica- 
ras to the contrary) the acuteſt 
Atheiſt with all his arts and reaſonings could 
never totally eraſe them ; but that,in ſpight 
of all his diſputings to the contrary, they 
{till revive and awake, as ſoon as the Clouds 
begin to thicken, and the Face of the Sky 
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to grow black 2 We daily fee, that neither 
Hope nor Fear, neither Love nor Hatred, 
nor any other Peſſion is in vain, ſo much 
2s. in Brutes ; but that all their ſeveral in- 
ſins and aftecions have real Objects in 
nature correſponding to them. Can we 
then ſuppoſe, that the Objet of Man's 
dread alone hath no real exiſtence ; but that 
he naturally trembles at an inviſible No- 
thing ; and is horribly afraid of the ſhadow 
of an Imagination ? This would be to render 
him with all his Reaſon the moſt contem- 
ptible and ridiculous Creature upon the face 
of the Earth, and to ſet him in a Claſs, even 
below the Ape, that looks pale, and flies 
away from the ſight of a Snail. Certainly 
7 then, as the Divine + Moraliſt 
+ Hierocles ſpeaks, our Maker has imprinted 
»#e 283 theſe common notions upon us, 
--_- _ that they may infallibly lead us to 
the knowledge of himſelf, 

Some, I know, endeavour to evade the 
force of this argument, by telling us, that 
if theſe things were indeed Natural and Eſſen- 
tial to the Soul, they would be Univerſal, 
and every where equally receiv d. But ſome 
People, fay they, have been diſcover, 


which have neither any ſenſe of a Deity, 
nar Forms of Religious Worſhip ; ſuch are 
the Cannibals in America, and the Inhabi- 


tants of Se/daxia in Ifrick, Nay more, even 
£1 ſome 
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ſame of. the Sons of Learning and Wiſdom 
have been famous for the ſame Principles, 
utterly excluding the object of Religion out 
of the World. 

Now to anſwer direfly to this objection, 
be pleas d to conſider with me, that as for 
the firſt part of it, iz. That there are ſome 
People in America and Soldania, who pro- 
teſs no Religion at all,it is entirely falſe. The 
thoughts indeed of theſe People are low and 
groveling, and, like Frogs not yet perfected 
out of the mud of Nile, their better half 
ſticks cloſe to their Mother Earth. Their 
notions are poor, ignoble, and altogether 
unworthy of the exalted exceilency of the 
Divine Nature; but yet we are aflurd by 
Yoffius from a Polonian Gentleman, who was 
among them, that even in theſe decays and 
ruines of Human Reaſon, there ftill appear 
ſome ſparks and glimmerings of Divine 
Truth, whilſt the wildeſt and moft barba- 
rous among(t them are not deſtitute of Reli- 
gious Rites and Ceremonies, but after the 
way,which they receiv'd from their Fathers, 
continue to worthip their Idols or falſe 
Gods. Etiamfi ignorent, as Tully ſpeaks of 


ſome ſuch People in his days, qu- De Legit, 


| lem habere Deum deceant, tamen Lib. 1 


habendum ſciant, fo that Epicurnus 

his FigdAn-is, or Notion of a Deity antece- 
dent to all Arts and Sciences, and conſe- | 
D 4 quently 
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quently Natural and Eflential to the Soul, 
ſhines even upon the minds of theſe Men in 
the glorious diſplays of .its native Luſtre and 
Brightneſs. 

But if we ſhould grant, that (as our Ad- 
verfaries will have it) this part of the Obje- 
ion is indeed true, z. e. that theſe Amerz- 
cans and So/danians have really no apprehen- 
ſions of any thing above themſelves, but live 
ſecurely without any thought either of a 
God or Providence in the World ; yet (what- 
ever they think on't) 'tis moſt evident at 
firſt fight, that neither this ſo indulgent a 
conceſſion will, though they make the moſt 
of it, do us any prejudice at all, For how 
can it poſſibly ſhake or undermine the foun- 
dation of our Argument, which is rais'd up- 
on the natural conſtitution of Mankind,when 
there has not been ſo much force and vio- 
lence done to the natural Faculties, as to put 
them entirely out of courſe, when 'tis rela- 
ted by the very ſame Hiſtorians they quote, 


that theſe Cannibals and Soldanians are fo 


wild and ſavage, fo barbarous, ſtupid, and 
fottiſhly ignorant, that they ſeem to retain 
nothing of Men beſides the external ſhape, 
being as to their IntelleQtuals almoſt wholly 
degenerated into the Nature of Brutes ? If a 
Man may lawfully take his meaſures from 


inch a company of People as theſe, and up- 


on the bare Authority: of ſuch profound 
RE. ” Theoriſts 
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Theoriſts' run counter to the: inquiſitive, 
learn'd, and judicious Perſonages of all Ages, 
(which we ſhall thew by and by to have all 
concurr'd in their acknowledgment of a 
God and Providence. )- He may for the ſame 
reaſon be allow'd to conclude, that there- is 
no ſuch thing as Reaſon, becauſe Mad-men 
and Idiots have little or no ſhare of it, and 
that Light and Colours are pure Figments 
and Chimzra's, becauſe ſome with Demo- 
critas have put out their eyes, and cannot 
ſee them. He may fairly and reaſonably de- 
ny, that Honey is ſweet, becauſe a ſick pa+ 
late can't reliſh and taſte it, and that the 
members of Beaſts are ever regular and uni- 
form, becauſe the womb of nature is ſome- 
times diſtorted through monſtrous Produ- 
. tions. But the Wiſer Heathen has taught 
us long ſince, Quod ſpecimen Nature cujus- 
Libet a naturd optima ſumendum el}, that the 
Eſfay of any kind is not to be taken from 
By-blows and ſuch- like, but always from 
the beſt and moſt uſual part of it ; fo that if 
(indulging, I fay, our Adverſaries this firſt 
part of their objection) we can but ſhew, 
that this Doctrine of a God and Providence, 
has been conſtantly maintain'd by the una- 
nimous ſuffrage of the Learn'd and Thinking 
of all Ages, we may fafely conclude, that 
| either the Zdea of ſuch an over-ruling Being 
is indehbly written and engraven _— yr 
2} oul, 
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Soul, and ſo congenial or con-natural to it, 
or (which is all one)) that upon a dye exer- 
Ciſe of her natural Faculties, ſhe is neceſſari- 
ly and unavoidably lead to the acknowledg- 
ment of ſuch a Being. . fig 
And now that it has been thus generally 
acknowledg'd, I think we have little or no 
reaſon to doubt ; For to ſpeak freely on my 
own part, I muſt needs confeſs, : that I could 
never yet prevail with my ſelf to believe, 
that there was ever any ſuch thing, as a 
ſpeculative Atheiſt in the World. Such a 
one I mean, who after a fair hearing of his 
Reaſon, and a long, ſerious, and impartial 
ſtudy in the Book of Nature, could retain 
his infidelity, and at laſt ſeriouſly write A- 
theilt. And this I therefore fay, becauſe, as 


the School-men judiciouſly determine, *tis 


equally impoſlible, that our Intelle& ſhould 
be invincibly ignorant of this Truth, which 
is Written in ſuch fair and large characters, 
if not upon the tables of our hearts, yet cer- 
tainly upon every leaf of the Book of Na- 
ture, that 'tis to our underſtanding, what 
the light of the Sun is to our eyes, the firſt, 
and the plaineſt, and the moſt glorious ob- 
ject of it, as tis that our Touch ſhould not 
perceive the Fire to be hot, when we put 
our hand into it. And alſo becauſe I could 
never yet meet with any inſtance in Hiſto- 


ry, that could convince me, that I am here 
in 
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inan error. For as for thoſe inſtances of 
Learned Men, ſuch as Dzagoras, Theodorus, 
Protagoras, and a tew others, who (as our 
Adverfaries objet) were anciently look'd 
upon as rank, Profeſs'd Atheiſts, I cannor 
conceive, why they ſhould be branded with 
ſo ignominious a Charatter. Their gene- 
rous, unprejudicd way of Philoſophizing 
deſerves a better name ; and I am apt to be- 
lieve, were their Cauſe fairly heard, the im- 
partial Judges of Reaſon and Learning 
would acquit them rather with applauſe and 
acclamations, than proſecute them (as ſome 
blind and ignorant Zealots have done) with 
hard cenſures and uncharitable ſurmiſes. For 
that they were really far enough remov'd 
from the confines of Atheiſm, properly fa 
call'd, will appear more than probable, if 
we never ſo little refle&t upon the unhappy 
conſtitution of the times they livd in. 
?T was, you know, when all, that was tru- 
ly ſacred and Religious, had almoſt bid a 
final adieu to the Habitations of Men, and 
fled back with ſorrowful wings to its primi- 
_ tive and uncorrupted Manſions above. Men, 
and thoſe too of no ordinary Parts and Im- 
provements, took up with low, unmanly 
Opinions, ſome of them (as you have feen) 
Deifying the inanimate Hoſt of Heaven, and 
others out of a fond and obſtinate partiality 
ro their luſts and aftections, making rhe 

g. Deity 
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Deity ſtrike ſail to their corrupted Humors. 
The Poets by their leud and ſcandalous Fa- 
bles, had rendred the Vulgar Deities vain, 
looſe, and contemptible, and by aſcribing 
human paſſions and exorbitancies to their 
Gods, and ſo filling Heaven it ſelf with all 
the enormities.of the vileſt Debauchery,had 
infinitely ſcandaliz'd the minds of thinking 
Men. Upon this the Stoicks and other dog- 
matical Writers (not only after Chriſtianity 
came into the World, when they were preſ- 
ſed with theſe villainous and ſhameful Sto- 
ries of their Gods, as |] Euſeb:as, 

x hpoy and before him * Orzge» would 
* Cont.Celſ: have it ; but alſo, as + Tally de- 
OF 7.723 monſlrates from the examples of 
Ren Lo Zeno, Cleanthes, and Chry/ippas, 
c.24. Edit. Jong before the time of its appea- 
Long. rance) took great pains for the 
credit of the Divine Nature to myſticize 
theſe looſe and extravagant Writers ; and 
others both by ſober and ſerious Arguments, 
and likewiſe by jeers and ſcoftis, cutting fa- 
tyr, and biting ſarcaſms,endeavourd all they 
could, to explode and whip theſe Poetical 
Deities out of the World. What wonder 
therefore, if not only by the unthinking, ſu- 


_ perſtitious Multitude, but alſo by thoſe lear- 


ned Men themſelves, who really thought 
them to be Gods, ſuch Perſons were ordi: 
parily look'd upon as Profane, Irreligious, 

8 and 
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and Atheiſtical 2 This, we are ſure, was the 
caſe of Anaxagoras, who is accus'd by Plato 
himſelf for debauching the minds of the 
young Gentlemen of 4:hens with Atheiſti- 
_ cal Principles, only becauſe he deny d the 
Sun and Moon to be Gods: And 'twas no 
otherwiſe with Socrates, Who, as he tells us 
himſelf in Plato's Enthyphro, was arraign'd 
and condemn'd to death for no other rea- 
ſon, but becauſe he theologizd freely and 
poldly, not fearing publickly to declare his 
diſlike of thoſe vile, unworthy ſtories, which 
Poets and Painters commonly imputed to 

the Gods. And for all our Objecors can 
_ alledge to the contrary, this too was the ve- 
ry caſe of all our other reputed Atheilts : 
So that upon the whole you ſee, that we 
have no reaſon at all to condemn theſe Lear= 
ned Men for Atheiſts, and conſequently that 
neither this ſecond part of the Objection,does 
any thing enervate the force of our Argu- 
menter. 

But ſuppoſe we ſhould likewiſe indulge 
our Adverſaries this part of their Objection, 
and allow, that ſome Learned Men did real- 
ly and in good earneſt profeſs an entire dif- 
belief of a God and Providence in general ; 
yet neither will this concetiion do us any 
diſſervice at all. For can it be thought a 
greater prejudice to the ſtanding Laws of 
Nature, that there ſhould be Monſters a- 

monz(t 
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mon#egſt us in reſpeC& of our Minds, than tis, 
that there are ſuch in reſpect of their Bodies? 
Monſters, I fay, and that not without rea- 
fon ; for that: they muſt really have been 
ſuch, Men of diſtorted thoughts and unna- 
tural imaginations, may be ſufficiently e- 
vinc'd in that the Opinions of the fore-cited 
Learned Men, being look'd upon as purely 
Atheiſtical, were no ſooner broach'd, and 
ſent abroad, but that they were univerſally 
rejected and deteſted by all, and the Authors 
of them perſecuted and devoted unto death, 
as the noifom and peſtilential corruption of 
Human Reafon. For certainly that opinion, 
which is univerſally rejeted, can never be 
the Off-ſpring of right Reaſon, which is 
common to all, but muſt needs owe itsBirrh 
either to a deprav'd, corrupted intellect, or 
at leaſt to an unaccountable affectation of 
fingularity, fuch as He was famous for, who 
contrary to the evidence of ſenſe taught 
ſnow to be black. 

Having thus clear'd the way by ſhewing 
the weakneſs and 4nvalidity of e2ch part of 
this objection, I now proceed in the 

Second place more explicitely to confirm 
and eſtabl:ſh this Truth, by the unanimous 
fuffrage and concurrent Teſtimony of all 
Nations in the World. And indeed if we con- 
fult the Records of the firit and beſt Ages of 


the World, when Men together with the 
pureſt 


£ 
«3 
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pureſt air imbib'd alſo the pureſt Principles, 
we ſhall not find ſo much as one diſtorted 
member, one prodigious Birth, one ſingle, 
individual Perſon amongſt all the ancient 
Nations, who doubted either of the Being 
of God, or call d his Providence in queſtion. 
Though the God of this World bad fo blin- 
ded their underſtandings, that the true and 
genuine Light of uncorrupted Truth could 
not break in upon them ; yet even in this 
diſmal night of Ignorance and Darkneſs,this 
Labyrinth of errors and mitery, they were 
naturally carried by the clew of their Medi- 
tations to the knowledge of ſome Supreme 
Governour, ſome firft mover, as ArifForle 
fpeaks, which gave Life, Breath, and Mo- 
tion to all things in the World. We read 
indeed of ſome rude and ſavage People,who, 
as though they had the mark of Caiz ttams 
ped npon them, liv'd like Vagabonds and 
Fugitives, without Cities, Houſes, or any 
thing of Literature or Civil Polity among 
them : But yet we never hear of any, who 
did not deſire, as the Fews love to ſpeak, to 
be gather'd under the Wings of the Divine 
Majeſty, and to enjoy the happy Privilege 
of his immediate Protetion. © Rather than 
ſeem debarr'd of this ineftimable Bleſſing, 
they would carry their Idols about with them 
in Carts, and that they might nor be entic'd 
away by the inchantments of their Enemies, 
bind 
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bind their very Gods in Chains, and * their 
Deities in links of Iron. In ſhort,they were 
not more divided from one another by Seas, 
Mountains, and Deſarts, than united and 
made one by this unanimous teſtimony. For 
the Author of the Book de Mundo, (who, 
ſor all I yet ſee, was no other, than the fore- 
cited Philoſopher himſelf ) aſſures us, that 
"APXCIG- wtv TIS AdyYG> #&, mTeics tr mRav 
e&v0gams* and ſo on. Tis a very ancient 
Tradition , convey'd down to all ſorts of 
Men from their Progenitors or Fore-fathers, 
that all things are trom God, and that by 
Him they all ſubſiſt, and that no nature is 
of it ſelf ſufficient to preſerve it ſelf, if left 
alone and deſtitute of the Divine Influence 
and Aſſiſtance. Which aſſertion is likewiſe 
confirm'd by the concurrent teſtimony of 
» Diſſere.1 * Max. Tyrins, who declares, that 

''* though in other things Men very 
much differ d trom one another , yet all 
throughout the whole World, Learn'd and 
Unlearn'd, Wiſe and Unwile, agreed in this, 
unanimouſſy acknowledging one Supreme 
God, the King and t ather of all things in 
the World. 'tv TwosT@ It mug, , od, 
2, NoÞwlig, wo Is ev & MXOY YH Oar wy 
vojaov XZ, Aoyv, 61 O05 ts Toevral Bankdls x, 
neg. But in all this contention, ſtrife, 
and diſcord, fays he, you may find every 


where throughout the whole World one 
conſen- 
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conſentient or agreeing Law and Aflertion, 
That there 1s one God, the King and Father 
of All. And Proclus upon Plato's Timmeus ; 
THV TEOTI5H) &e MV, ſays he, TX FONT UE 
X, eiptras avyxwesns Evo, #, Of0v mHINES avEg- 
To! emua\go pou9d1: All Religions and Sets 
acknowledge that one Higheſt Principle ot 
all, and all Men call upon God for their 
Helper. Now that theſe Learned Men did 
not over-haſtily and imprudently take up 
things upon truſt, but were certain and well 
aſlur'd of the truth of what they thus deliver, 
not only their great Abilities and known 
Characters in the World may incline us to 
believe, but likewiſe the beſt and moſt Au» 
thentick Hiſtorians, and alſo the Rites and 
known Cuſtoms of theſe Nations themſclves 


put beyond all manner of diſtruſt. For to 


begin with the Chaldzans :; * Dio- 
dorus Siculus aſlutes us, that, tho' = 3. 
they aſſerted the Eternity of the "Y 
World, yet they were far enough from be- 
ing Atheiſts, believing Thy 2 Ao T&fiv #, 
Sxrdo who oda mw mega eyerou that the 
order and diſpoſition of the whole World 1s 
by a Divine Providence. And however 
their Idolatry hinted at by Jos, in adoring 
the Sun in his Strength, and the Moon, 
when ſhe walk'd in her Brightneſs : Their 
impious mode of Divination by their 7a!/- 
mans, Figures not unlike the Jewiſh Tera- 
E phim, 


2 none” 
phim, the Greeks 'Ax*Auala, and the Popiſh 
Agnus Dei: Their Tvegibex, or Hearths, 
where they preferv'd their Eternal Fire, the 
Symbol of the Sun, with many other things 
of the fame nature, ſhew their formal com- 
* Pr.Ev.1, Pliance with the Vulgar Poly- 
9.c. 10./i- theiſts : We find them in-an Ora- 
oc; criam cle, quoted by * Zu{cbius out of 
fu ad S;- Porphyry, joyn d with the Hes 
ylinorum prews, as worſhipping with them 
_ in an holy manner one ſelf-exi- 


oraculum ſtent Deity - 
laudat. 


MSv0l x&Ad\&ior ovilu Ad ov, 1d" og” ECpgticn, 

ALToyeveIFAov GoTo or6xzo mv ofdv hYVAS. 
And then for the Egyptians : *Tis the Do- 
Arine of the Father and Founder of all their 
Theology, Triſmegistas, (if Cedrenus quotes 
him right) that there 1s one Infinite, Su- 
preme, Eternal Being, who as he created all 
things, ſo he ſtill continues to preſerve, ſup- 
port, and uphold them all. T9 TST8, fays 
he, # "AyſAG-, & Aoltuw!, 5 Sox TI My, 
TolvToy we Ker, X tos, x, xn, &, aria 
UT” avT8 x, 2» ary i" ;,e, Neither good 
nor bad Angels, nor any other Effence is 
without him, for He is Lord of All, the God 
and Father of All, and by him, and in him 


' do all things ſfubſiſt. Now thouzh Cedrezus 


poſlibly gather d this from ſome other An- 
cient Hiſtorian, rather than trom ZZermes 
himſelf, 
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himſelf, yet we are ſure, that 'tis really 
Adta Feroinde an Hermaical Opinion, or the 
Egyptian DoQtrine: For notwithſtanding 
the outward compliance likewiſe of theſe 
Men, with the multifarious Polytheiſm and 
Fdolatry of the profane and ignorant Vul- 
gar, we are certify d by Orizen, Porphyry, 
and Famtlichus, (the laſt of whici efpecial= 
ly was moſt intimately acquainted with their 
myſterious Rites} that in their Arcane and 
Recondite Theology, which was commu- 
nicated only to their Kings and Prieſts; they 
did acknowledge one Supreme, Indepen- 
dent, Self-ſubſiſting Being, who created all 
the Powers of Heaven, whom he employs 
23 his Deputies and Vice-gerents to prefide 
over, and take care of the feveral parts of 
the Univerſe. And accordingly in their Hie- 
roghyphicks, or ſacred Symbols they repre- 
ſented him by a Scepter with an Eye 1 1t; 
fignifying thereby, ſays + Pl 
tarch, that he both fees and go- 7 £19. de 
—_ | 1jid. £3 Oft- 
verns all things. Nay this Philo- 7,4. 35. 
ſopher 1s ſo far from endeavouring 
to prove this Fundamental trout? , that 
throughout that whole Pook de ids 0&3 Ojr 
ride, he takes it for a thing granted and ac- 
knowledg'd on all hands. Thus in the be- 
oinhing of it: The end of all Religious | 
Rites and Myſteries of that Fgyptian God- 
deſs /ks, ſays he, was i TS yrs, #, Kvelsy 
E © "Y 
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x NoyTs yvconst the Knowledge of that firſt 
Being, who is the Lord of all things, and 
intelligible only by . the Mind : 

7 P4z-351- And then + afterwards he tells us, 
that they therefore worſhip'd him ſymboli- 
cally in the Crocodile, becauſe that Animal 
alone being without a Tongue, was look'd 
upon as 2 very apt Reſemblance and Imita- 
tion of him, ÞOVuG yoo 0 O£1G- AoYQ- &TEGC- 
Ons tr, 2, ON ond ſ>&Ivwv nerdV8s, x, Suns 
Tx WwyT& &%yd x7 Nuw. For the Divine 
Reaſon having no need of Speech, and wal- 
king ſilently and without noiſe throughout 
the World, governs and diſpoſeth all hu- 
mane Afﬀairs according unto Right. Or- 
pheus, who certainly (for here I muſt beg 
leave with all due reſpects to diſſent from 
ſome eminent Philologers of later times, 
who look upon the whole Hiſtory of him on- 
ly as a mere Romantick Allegory, utterly 
devoid of all truth and reality) firſt brought 
the Rites of Religion into Greece, exactly 
treads in their ſteps, for in his Hymn to Mu- 
ſzas (which ſome erroneouſly think him to 
have compil'd in oppoſition to his other ſup- 
pos'd Polytheiſtical Writings ) having firſt 
aſſerted the Unity of the God-head, he ſhews 
at large the extent of his Dominion and So- 
veraignty ; telling us, that he is the cauſe of 
all the Miſeries and Calamities Men ſuffer in 
the World, and that there is no evil (of Pu- 
nihmenr, 
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niſhment,t ſuppoſe, he means) in the Ci- 
ty, which the Lord has not done. That 
he both made, and alſo preſerveth all things 
by his great Power and out-ſtretched Arm. 
That his Dominion is alſo in the Sea, and 
his Right-hand in the Floods. That though 
he dwelleth in the thick darkneſs, which no 
mortal Eye can approach, yet he inviſibly 
walketh round the World, and obſerveth e- 
very thing that is done under the Sun. And 
laſtly, that the glorious and invincible Le- 
gions of Angels, which ſtand about his 
Throne, are commiſſion'd and ſent out by 
him to take care of his Creatures here be- 
low. But if this Poem muſt be allow'd to be 
ſuppoſititious, (though I ſee no reaſon, why 
the whole of it ſhould) made and father'd 
upon Orpheas ; either, as Yeſſus thinks, by 
Fews ; or by Chriſtians, as others ; yet that 
this in very deed was the Doctrine of this 
Great and Ancient Man, is probable from 
the Pythagorick and Platonick Theology, 
which (as Porphyrins, Famblichus, Syria- 
mus, and Proclus unanimouſly inforin us) 
was derivd in a very great meaſure from his 
Principles and Traditions, and alſo certain 
and mdubitable from ſome Fragments of his 
acknowledg'd and cited by Pagan Writers 
themſelves. For as I can hardly believe all 
that to be genuine or truly Orphical, that 1s, 
to have been written either by Orphens _ 
E 3 elt, 
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ſelf, or ſome other ancient Heathen accor- 
ding to the Oral Cabala, or Tradition from 
him, which now goes under his name, ſo 
neither on the other hang, can I with any 
reaſon, uyvon ZZereodotus's ſingle Authority, 
reje&t all that as ſpurious and ſuppoſititious, 
which in his own confeſſion was by all the 
Learned and Ancient Pagans before his time, 
and we are ſure by all ſince (Ari/otle only 
excepted, who theretore embrac'd his ſoli- 
tary opinion, becauſe contradictory to the 
Pythagorgans and Platoniſts) conſtantly ac- 
knowledg'd to be his. Thus then in ſome 
Verſes of his quoted by Proclas upon the 
Times : The moſt High God, fays he, is 
the Firſt and the Laſt. All things were pro- 
duc'd by him out of nothing, and he is a- 
bove, and through them all. It you climb 
up into Heaven, He 1s there; 1t you go 
down into the profiundity either of the Earth 
or Sea, He is there alſo. He giveth Life 
and Brcath to all things, and from him they 
derive all their power and efficacy. The 
Sun, Moon, and Stars are in, and by Him ; 
and heis that one Great King and Potentate, 
who Made and Governs all things both in 
Heaven and Earth. Tins Doctrine was af- 
terwards embrac'd by all the ſucceeding 
Greek Poets, whoare of any repute either 
for their Antiquity or Learning, out of every 


one of whicl might be cucd ſeveral remarks | 


able 
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able paſſages to this purpoſe, had not the 
Skilful colletions of many excellent Pens 
rendred it altogether ſuperfluous. From 
them therefore paſs we on to the Ancient 
Phiofophers, amongſt whom I know not fo 
much as one Sect, but what either generou- 
fly declar'd, or one way or other betray'd 
their Belief of it. Epicarus, I know, with 
his Followers is generally thought to have 
deny it, and truly, I think, 'twould have 
been no great wonder it they had. For 
ſince there is no vice, as an ingenious and 
learned Author of our own obſerves, to 
which we are more univerſally obnoxtous, 
than that of exceſlive fondneſs and partiali- 
ty to our ſelves, which makes us too often 
dote upon the deformities, and even to 1do- 
lize the vices of our own temper, how ſhould 
wetlunk it ſtrange, it ſo ſoft and voluptuous 
a Sect, who delighted in nothing ſo much 
as the delicious entertainments of their de- 
bauched Senſes, and the ſinful Retirements 
of ſolitary Groves, and ſilent Gardens,ſhould 
tanſy their God to be altogether ſuch a one 
as themſelves, a Being wholly ſequeſtred 
from action, and confind to an Extramun- 
dane Paradiſe, where he fat ſurrounded with 
all imaginable Pleaſures, and luſcioutly en- 
tertaind with a conſtant ſucceſſion oj IViaj- 
den delights > What wonder, I ſay, was ut 


for Men thus to think of their God, wha 
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really judg'd this to be the very top of happi- 


neſs, and who therefore would have liv'd no 
otherwiſe, had they been Gods themſelves ? 
Their Lu/ts and Afedions induc'd themthus 
to corrupt and ſophiſticate their notions of 
God, and, like the Ethiopians, being black 
themſelves, to repreſent the Deity too in the 
colour of their own complexions. But tho' 
*twould have been no great Wonder, if Epi- 
carus had really thus thought of the Deity, 
yet the. caſe, I conceive, was quite other- 
wiſe with him. Whatever his Doctrine and 
pretences were, His actions ſufficiently pro- 
claim'd his Providence. We may juſtly in- 
vert that of 7ally, and ſay of him, verbs 
' ſuſtulit, re poſuit Deos, he weakly deny'd 
him in Words, whilſt his actions and beha- 
viour ſtrongly aſſerted him. Whence elſe 
thoſe tears and torments, thoſe anxious and 
Jealous thoughts, for which he was ſo remar- 
kable'? Nec quenquam vidi, fays the fore ci- 
red Author of him, quz magzis ea, que timen- 
aa negaret, timeret, mortem dico, & Deos. 
But it he had a full and abiding conviction 
upon his mind (as certainly were there no 
God, the' moſt prejudicd Perſon in the 
World might at length acquire) againſt the 
reality of a Providence, why did he fo much 
dread it above all other Men? Mentiuntur 
zgitur, as Seneca ſpeaks, gui dicunt ſe non 
fentire eſſe Deum, They do but lye, and 


deal 
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deal treacherouſly, who fay they believe 
there is no God. 'Tis their deſire, but not 
their thoughts, and though they ſpeak ne- 
ver ſo great ſwelling words againſt him, yet 
their actions will ſome time or other betray 
them, and either by running under the Bed, 
when it Thunders, as Caligula ; or by drea- 
ding, as ZZobbs, to walk alone in the dark ; 
or by ſome other evidence of a ſlavith, un- 
manly Fear of him, God will extort from 
them an acknowledgment of his Providence. 
| But we ſhall let theſe Men paſs,having grea- 
ter witneſſes than they. The Pythagor@an, 
Cynick, Academick, Peripatetick, and Sto- 
ick go hand in hand, and though Light and 
Darkneſs will as ſoon meet, and kindly em- 
brace each other, as ſome of theſe Philoſo- 
phers be ever united and reconcil'd in their 
other differences, yet here they lovingly 
come together, and concentre in the ſame 
point. Witneſs Plotin, Porphyry, and Plu- 
tarch, who have written large Tracts upon 
this Subject, wherein they abundantly vin- 
dicate the Divine Wiſdom and Juſtice from 
thoſe malicious aſperſions wicked Men caſt 
upon it ; proving beyond all contradiction 
that the Afﬀairs of this World are manag'd 
and difpos'd by an All-wiſe Being, who fu- 
_ perintends and takes care of every particular 
thing in the World ; and though the Glow- | 
worm of Human Reaſon cannot penetrate 

into 
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into the depth of his Counſels, yet that is 
highly unreaſonable Men ſhould cavil or re- 
pine at the ſeeming inequalities of his Diſ- 
penſation,who cannotbut ſteer all his actions 
by the unerring compals of Iafinite Wiſdom. 
Witneſs the Stagyrzzte himſelf, who, though 
(according to the Genius of the natural Phi- 
loſopher) he ſometimes ſeems to be no do- 
ter 0n a Deity, yet in his Book de Mundo, 
(which in + Juf7in Martyr's judg- 

{ my ry ment 1s a molt excellent compen- 
7 dium ofall his Philoſophy) he no 

leſs elegantly than truly tells us, rhat God 
15 both the Father and Preſerver of all things, 
and though the Heaven of Heavens be the 
peculiar habitation of his glorious Majeſty, 
yet that his Paternal care and Providence 
extends it ſelf to the utmoſt bounds of na- 
ture ; moving, upholding, and diſpoſing all 
things in the Earth, and Sea, and in all 0- 
ther places. In ſhort, &Þ ez wi. uuGzemrus, 
& xeurm wi, & ow 5 KoevaniG-, oy mH- 
Ad N% vouG-, e& Segſontd® bt nya, TETO 
Otos & noouw fays he, What a Pilot 1s to 
a Ship, a Charioteer to a Chariot, the Pra- 
centor to a Quire, Law to a City, and a 
General to an Army, the ſame is God to 
the World. Bur, not toinſiſt altogether up- 
on the Authority of this excellent and (I 
think) Genuine, though by ſome ſuſpeted 
Book ; 'tis undeniably evident from other 
Writings, 
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Writings; which all allow to be his, that 
Laertius has done this Philoſopher great in- 
juſtice, in telling us, that he confin'd the 
Providence of God to the Heavenly Repions, 
for in the 12th. of his Metap. cap. 10. he 
expreſly declares, that the Divine Provi- 
dence extends it ſelf, even to every thing 
that creepeth upon the face of the Earth, to 
the Fowls of the Air, to the Filh of the Sea, 
and to Whatſoever walketh through the 
paths of the Sea, Nay {ſo ſelt-evident and 
undeniable does this Philoſopher think this 
Aſlertion, that he believes a Man muſt de- 
ny all his Senſes, abjure his Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding, and be degraded into the very 
loweſt claſs of unthinking, unintelligent Be- 
ings, before he can be induc'd to call it in- 
to queſtion ; and therefore if any one ſhould 
be ſo ſtupidly ignorant, as to profeſs his di- 
truſt of it, let him be urgd to confeſs it, 
ſays he, Argamento potius bacillino, quam 
Philoſophico, rather with that of a gocd cud- 
gel, than any other diſpute. Witneſs Jaſt- 
ly Thales, Pythagoras, Antifthenes, Plato, 
Theophraſtus, Zeno, Epidetus, HHicracles, 
Damaſcius, and all thofe other great and 
learned Men, who either belore, or atter the 
appearance of Chriſtianity, tlourithed in 
Greece, of all which 'tis unqueſtionably evi- 
dent, that they conſtantly acknowledg'd a 
God and Providence, Advance we there- 
| fore 
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fore farther from theſe Men, to fee what 
entertainment this Doctrine found amongſt 
the Latins. Seneca has written whole Tracts 
about it, and hath (as I told you ſome of 
the Greeks had done before him) from the 
cleareſt Principles of unbiaſs'd Reaſon ſuſh- 
ciently ſhewn, that the unequal diſpenſa- 
tions of Good and Evil in the World, do in- 
deed no ways prejudice the Wiſe Govern- 

ment of Providence. + He aſlures 
+ Nat. us withal, that the Zetruriars,to 
bs zz. Whom the Romans ow'd moſt of 

their Religious Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, were of the ſame Opinion. That they 
acknowledg'd the ſame Supreme Deity,who 
was the Maker, Preſerver, and Governour 
of all things in the Univerſe; whom there- 
fore, as the Arcadians and Greeks call'd him 
Pan, becauſe he both fram'd the World har- 
moniouſly, and alſo by his All-wiſe Provi- 
dence {till keeps the fame in'tune, fo the Ro- 

mans {til'd him +Szator,not becauſe 
= "7 , at the Prayers of Romulus (as the 
4.cap.7, HBilſtorians pretend) he made the 

Roman Armies when flying from 
their Enemies, to ſtand ; ſed quod [ant bene- 


ficto ejus omnia, but becauſe by his means all 


things ſtand, and are upheld in their being. 
Tully tor the ſame reaſon calls him Providen- 
tem, Cogitantem, & Animadvertentem, & 


ona ad ſe pertinere patautem, And in ano- 


ther 
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ther place, /it perſuaſum civibus, ſays he, and 
ſo on. Let all the Citizens aſluredly know, 
that God takes particular notice what kind 
of Perſons we are, with what mind and de- 
votion we perform the aCts of religious Wor- 
ſhip, and that he will deal with us accor- 
ding to our Works, whether they be good 
or bad. And (not to mention other Books, 
out of which quotations would be endleſs ) 
in his ſecond de Natura Deoram he has ſo 
fully and convincingly prov'd the Provi- 
dence of God from the wonderful Pheznome- 
za in nature, that that unparallell'd Treatiſe 
ſeems to be nothing elſe, but a continued 
Comment upon that of the Royal Pſalmiſt : 
O Lord, how manifold are thy Works, in Wiſ- 
dom haſt thou made them all, the Earth is 
fall of thy goodneſs. To theſe ſubſcribe the 
whole claſs of Latzz Authors, neither Law- 
yer nor Phyſician, neither Orator nor Poet, 
nor any other of what profeſſion ſoever war- 
ping from this Truth. Add we to theſe the 
Perſian Magi, whom Snuidas calls qi\erdpss 
z, pihoRgs x7 nor And Apollonius Ty- 
anzus, who, as Þ Philos? rarus tells 

us in his Travels into /:4/a, made 7 —_ 
ſome ſtay in Perfa, and convers'd Fa, 
with them twice every day, ot- 

eaTdr%s 2 err Miniſters of the Gods. 
Add we likewiſe the /rdian Brachmans,who, 
though they neither worſhipped Images as 
others 
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others, nor ate what was Animate ; though 


they never allow 'd themſelves the liberty of 


drinking either Wine or Beer, but were con- 
tented with the caſte Proviſion of a cool run- 

ning Stream, yet were therefore, 
f Enfeb. de fays + Bardiſanus Syras, far re- 
_ -- mov from the confines of malig- 

nity, becauſe they attended whol- 
ly upon God, agreeing with the Gre@ciazs, 
as + Strabo teils us, 1n this, that 
God is the Creator and Governor 
of the World. Add we laſtly the 
Thracians, the Britiſh and French Druids, 
and the ,Z:h;opick Gymnoſophitts, who as 
it appears from Authors of unqueftionablec 
Authorny, do all bear witneſs to this truth, 
In ſhort, there is no Nation under Heaven 
ſo fierce and cruel, ſo wild and barbarous, fo 
ſtupid and brutirth, but what has its Altars 
and Sacrifices, its Vows, and Prayers, and 
Invocations ; ſo that upon the whole we 
may faiely conclude, that this Dofrine of 
a Providence is confirm'd by the conſtant 
and univerſal ſuffrage of all Mankind, Noz 
enzm, as Seneca truly ſpeaks, 7» 
hunc farorem omnes mortales con- 
ſenſiſſent alloquendi ſurda Numina 
© zneficaces Deos; For though the Divine 
Nature be really in it ſelf as Great and Excel- 
ent as Fpicuras wouid have it, yet unleſs 
Men had been fully perſwaded, that it did 
Not 
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not abſtract it ſelf from the concernment of 
this World ; all its Greatneſs and Excellency 
would only have adminiſtr'd to its own fa- 
tisfa&tion, whilſt 'twould have beenimpoſſi- 
ble,that all Mankind ſhould by conſent have 
been ſo extravagantly fond and ridiculous, as 
to have worſhipped a Being, who would 
neither hear them, nor help them. Let then 
this great Antipronoiſt, but ſtand to his own 
Argument, viz. that that muſt needs be 
true, which all Men allow, and he will ſee, 
that for the ſame reaſon he believes a God, 
he muſt of neceſſity embrace likewiſe, that 
Anum Patidicam Stoico: 4m, as he ſcoffingly 
terms Providence. 

But becauſe there were never wanting 
ſome Perſons in the World, fo exceſſively 
fond and partial to themſelves, as to ima- 
o1ne, that they alone enjoy the happy Go- 
ſhen, the Dwellings of Light, the Regions of 
Wiſdom and Knowledge, whilſt all the other 
part of Mankind lie in Ignorance and Dark- 
neſs, and the thadow of Death, ſo that nei- 
ther the concurrent and harmonious Teſtt- 
mony of the Creatures, nor yet the conſen- 
tient acknowledgment of all Mankind in ge- 
neral can work their wiſer Souls into a juſt 
Belief of this Do&rine of a Providence, I 
now proceed in the third place to thew, that 
God has in all Ages given ſuch ſignal Evi- 
dences, and unqueltionable Proofs of his Pres 

| {idence 
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ſidence over us, that we may as well doubt 
of our own Exiſtence, or of any thing elſe 
we converſe with in the World, asof the Di- 
vine Preſence amongſt us. And this I ſhall 
do, 

1. By ſhewing, that ſuch extraordinary 
Puniſhments have over-taken ſome wicked 
Perſons in this Life, that they could be no- 
thing leſs than the effefts of Divine Ven- 
Feance. 

2. From Prophecies, 

And laſlly from Miracles. 

tr. Such extraordinary Puniſhments have 
overtaken ſome wicked Perſons in this Lite, 
that they could be nothing leſs than the ef- 
fects of Divine Vengeance. The Wicked in- 
deed are generally the Men, who of all o- 
thers, if we look only upon things before us, 
are the moſt Happy, Though they never 
ſo much grind the face of the Poor, and in- 
ſult over their Neighbours, who are more 
righteous than themſelves ; Nay, tho they 
ſtretch out their mouth to Heaven and their 
blaſphemous diſcourſes go to the ends of the 
Earth, yet as though God did indecd turn 
away his face,and would never ſee it : Theſe 
are the Men, that proſper in the World,that 
ſpend their days in Wealth, and then in a 
moment (without any more trouble) go 
down into the Grave. This, I contels, has 
in all Ages raisd no ſmall ſcruples in the 
minds 
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Minds even of Thinking Men. "Twas not 
only the great knot of the Ancient Morali- 
ty, and the moſt gravelling Problem of all 
the Heathen Philoſophy, but that likewiſe, 
which chiefly exercis'd the Faith of ſome of 
thoſe, who liv'd in the Sun-ſhine of Divine 
Revelation. By reaſon of the proſperous and 
flouriſhing condition of the Ungodly, nd 
the frequent calamities and oppreſſions of 
the Righteous, they were apt to queſtion the 
ways of Providence, and almoſt induc'd to 
conclude, that they had cleans'd their hearts 
in vain ; and waſhd their hands in inno- 
cency. This the Royal Pfalmiſt tells us 
was his caſe, Pſ. 73.v. 2, 3- My feet, ſays 
he, were almoſt gone, my treadings had 
well nigh flipt, I faw the wicked in ſuch 
proſperity ; And the Propher Jeremy, cap. 
I2.v. 1. though not daring to diſtruſt the 
Righteouſneſs of God, yet complainingly 
pours out his troubled thoughts in this an- 
xious Expoſtulation : Righteous art thou, O 
Lord, when I plead with thee ; yet let me 
talk with thee of thy judgments, wherefore 
doth the way of the wicked proſper 2 

Now to remove the Doubts, and fatisfie 
the ſcruples of ſuch diſcontented Spirits, we 
need not extend our hopes beyond the ruins 
of the Grave, nor entertain our ſelves with 
the Contemplation of thoſe Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, which attend the ditterent _ 
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or gk in another World. Let us but go 

th Dawid'into the Sangtuary, of Gog, = 
—_ them in the Balance of that place, 
and we ſhall. pon learn, the unhappy, condi- 
tion of theſe Men. Though their trium- 
phing is but ſhort, and they thall periſh for 
gver like their own dung ;. though they ſhall 
Wea ay as,a Dream,angd.ſhall not-be tound ; 
and.be chas'd away as a. viſion of the Night : 
In:ſhort, though. they. ſhall be turn'd into 
Hell, and, the Sins, of. their Youth ſhall lie : 
down, with WER. in the duſt; yet we ſhall 
be fetisfyd, that the hand of God ſrequent- 
ly finds them out here, and. that they. have 
ſometimes their portion of miſery too in 
this Like. How oft is their Candle put out? 
and how oft cometh ſudden deſtruction up- 
on them.2 Their Excellency may mount up 
to the Heavens, and' their Head reach unto 
the Clouds, yet becauſe they have oppreſs'd 
and foriaken tie Poor, they do but ſuck the 
Poyſon.of Aſps, and the. Viper's. tongue 1hall 
ſlay them : And. this,is, ag. ngw obſervation, 
for 'rwas known, fays Zophar, in 
the days of old, and found. true 
ever ſince Man was plac d Fe upon the Earth ; 
ſo that, God is known by the judgment, 
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which he exccuteth, whilit: the wicked is 


trapt in. the works of. his own hands. Tho 
he ſuffers his own People to be evil entrea- 


_ red through Tyrants, and many. of thoſe 


Tyrants 
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Tyrants ito godown to their Graves 1n peace; 
yet when the Sins of Men are grown Joud 
and clamorous, and with outragious cries 


_ perpetually alarm his Throne, that the In- 


habitants of the World may learn Righteoul- 
neſs, and the mouth of all wickedneſs be 
ſtopt ; that Men and Angels may admire 
his Juſtice, and be forc'd to confeſs, that 
though Clouds and Darkneſs are ſometimes 
round about him , yet Righteouſneſs and 


- Judgment are always the Havbitation of his 


ſeat; He often (as ſome ſober Heathens 
themſelves have obſerv'd) by the dreadful 
Meſlengers of his wrati loudly proclaims his 
Providence to the World, aſſuring us by his 
remarkable ſeverities to tie greateſt of Men, 
that neither the Multirnde of their Afſo- 
ciates, nor the Depth ct their deſigns, nor 
the Unaccountableneſs o! their actions to 
the Sons of Men, can any way fſecvre them 
from the Omnipotent arm of Divine Juſtice, 
when their Sins have provok'd him to viſit 
their tranſgreſſions with Rods, and their 1ni- 
quities with Scourges. 

The ſad untimely Ends of the Perſecutors 
of Chriſt and his Servants do abundantly 11- 
luſtrate this Truth ; for did they dye the 
common death of all Men 2 Or were they 
viſited after the viſitation of all Men 2 No, 
The hand of Divine Juſtice ſeizd them ter- 
ribly at laſt, and by the greatneſs of their 

Fs Puniſh 
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Puniſhment made abundant recompence for 
the deferring its Execution. Z#erod the Te- 
trarch, who to gratifie the revengeful Spirit 
of a naughty Woman, murder'd John» the 
Baptiſt, and alſo with his Men of War ſet 
our Saviour himſelt at naught, was not long 
after depriv d of his Tetrrarchy, ſpoil'd of all 
his ſubſtance, and baniſh'd with his belov'd 
Herodias to Lions in France, where he liv'd 
and dyd inglorioufly ; And the dancing 
Damſel, who caus'd the good Man to be be- 
headed, walking over a frozen River, fell in, 
and had her Head cut oft by the Ice. Plate, 
alter great diſgraces receivd in Fury from 
thoſe very Perſons, whom to oblige he had 
done ſo much violence to his Conſcience, as 
even againſt its full convictions to deliver 
up the innocentand faultleſs Fejas to be cru- 
city d at their will, and many disfavours like- 
wiſe ſhewn him trom his Maſter, the Empe- 
rour at Rome, who ſtript him of all his Ho- 
nours, and baniſh'd him to Yienmna, where 
he livd in ignominy and contempt, i1mpa- 
tient at length of his calamity, kill'd him- 
ſelf with his own hands; And the two He- 
rods, Aſcalonita, or the Great, who forc'd 


_ the Child Jeſus to tly into Egypr, and theri 


ſlew all the innocent Babes in Bethlehem,not 
ſo much as ſparing lis own Son tor his ſake; 
and his Grandſon Agrippa, who murder'd 
St. James, and, only becauſe he faw it plea- 


ſed 
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ſed the Fews, intended to do the fame to 
St. Peter alſo, were both at laſt for their 
Pride, and Cruelty, and outragious Wicked- 
neſs requited with ſhame and contempt, be- 
ing after unſpeakable anguiſh and torture 
both of Body and Mind eaten up alive with 
Vermin. Nero, whom for his 

brutiſh and extravagant manners F##- # 
Iis own Writers ſcruple not to call _— 
a Beaſt in Human Shape, and 

the very Monſter of Mankind, a few Months 
after he had put to death the two great Pil- 
lars of the Church, St. Peter, and St. Paul, 
fell moſt ignominiouſly by his own hands ; 
Domitian, Maximin the Thracian, Dectus, 
and Yalerian moſt infamouſly and barbarou- 
ſly by the hands of their Subjects and Ene- 
mies. Dzoclefrtay, who in compliance with 
the importunities of his Cz/ar and Son-in- 
law, Galerins Maximianus,rais d a moſt fierce 
and univerſal Perſecution againſt the Chri- 
ſtians, was ſoon aſter by the very ſame Per- 
ſon forc'd to put oft the Imperial Purple,and 
to retire into a Private Life, where ſurviving 
all his Honours, (his Images and Statues 
being broken down while he was yet alive) 
he at laſt, no longer able to bear up under 
the heavy preſſures of ſo calamitous a condi- 
tion, with his own hands, put a final period 
to his miſerable life ; And that Execrable 


and Bloody Tyrant, that deposd and fuc- 
E 1 ceeded 
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ceeded him, Galerias Miximianus,who com- 
manded all the Poor in his Dominions to be 


gathered together, and then to be Shipp'd 


off, and drown'd in the. Sea, only becauſe 
they could not pay him tribute, made it ts 
particular delight and daily recreation to re- 


vel in the Blood and Slaughter of his own 


Subjects, and alfo in a moſt provoking men- 
ner exalted his voice, and lifted up his eyes 
on high even againft the Holy One of /ſra- 
el ; cauſing by Royal Edit the very Boys 
in their daily exerciſes ar School to blafphemie 
the Holy Jeſus, and deftroying his Servants 
by all the exquiſite Methods of the moſt in- 
genjous crueſty and torture, was likewiſe 
for his exorbitant Villainics and outragious 


Wickeaneſs ( as his own broken heart tothe 


Glory of God, was at length forcd to con- 
feſs) repaid in his own coin, and made a 
ſtanding Monument andiev crlaſting Trophy 
of the Divine Juſtice, being with infinite 
horrors, and agonies, and pains, and con- 
vulſions of Body and Mind long prey d up- 
on, and at laſt eaten up alive with Vermin. 
The Ceſar likewiſe and Succeſlor of this Sa- 
vage and Barbarous Tyrant, Aaximinus, 
who, envy d his Predeceftor (notwithſtan- 
ding the heavy Judgment of God upon him) 
the glory of his unparallell'd Wickednels ; 
and therefore {not to mention his other out- 
magpons Villainies ) w hen about to engage his 


Col- 


S,2 
Colteave Licinus, moſt folemnly vow'd to 
Jupirer, that, if he ſhoutd come off crown'd 
with Victory, he wonld not only fuppreſs, 
and hinder the farther growth and progreſs 
of Chriſtianity, but . utterly extinguiſh and 
root it out altogether, that it might be no 
more 'in remembrance, quickty reap'd the 
Wages of his inpiety, being ſoon after ſeizd_ 
with ſuch violent pains and torments in his 
Body, together with unconceivable Horrors 
and agonies of mind, that he roard out for 
the anguiſh and bitterneſs of his Soul, be- 
caine frantick and like a Mad-man, rolling 


up and down upon the ground, going upon 
his Belly, and eating dirt likea Serpent,bed- 
ting his Head againſt the Wall with ſuch vio= 
lence, that both his eyes burſt out, 4 
his Body a fit habitation for the darker Son, 
tiff at laſt confeſſing, that his ſpiteful, an- 
juſt, 'and virulent proceedings againſt Chri/? 
and his Religion, had brought all this upos 
him, and mourntully imploring the Mercies 
and Forgiveneſs of the offended Feſas, he en- 
tred upon his portionjn the Regions of Etet- 
nity. 7alian, Uncle to F41:az the Apoſltate, 
who even againſt the Emperours will, raisd 
a Bloody Perſecution againft the Chriſtians, 
rifled the Church at A4»#z0ch of all its rich 
and facred Furniture, and not content there- 
with, defil'd the Holy Table in a moſt re- 
proachſul manner, ſpoil'd it of all its pre- 
| | F 4 Ci0U5 
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- . GousVeſlels,throwing themupon the ground, 


- Inſulting, ridiculing, and blaſpheming the 


Holy Feſus, was immediately ſeiz'd by the 
hand of Divine Juſtice, his Bowels rotting 
within him, his Excrements coming out at 
| his very Mouth, and Worms, notwithſtan- 
ding the conſtant and moſt skilful applica- 
tions of able and induſtrious Phyſicians, not 
ceaſing to feed and prey upon his entrails, 
*till (ar that very time too, when the An- 
ſwers of the Heathen Oracles, which had 
been conſulted about his Life, were, all of 
them with one mouth pronouncing that he 
ſhould recover, reading to him) they ended 
his miſerable Life. And yet his Apoſtate 
Nephew, the Infamous Julian, though he 
had every day, even after his vile, inexcuſa- 
ble revolt,miraculous proois and uncontrou- 
lable demonſtrations from Heaven of the Di- 
vinity of Chriſt, dard notwithſtanding to 
rally and recolle&t the fcatter'd, defeated 
Forces of the Prince of Darkneſs, and pro- 
ſeſſedly to wage War againſt the Son of God. 
Nothing could cool or allay the rage and 
madneſs of this bigotted Apoſtate. Not 
ali the Glories, and Vidaries, and Triumphs 
of the Croſs, which daily expos'd him and 
his impotent Dzmors to-ſhame and con- 
tempt. Not the confeſs d Excellency of the 
Chriſtizn Inſtitution , whoſe PP 
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| Rules and Cuſtoms he adopted into the Hea- * F. 


then Religion, that, ſince it would not up- 
on its own, it might upon thoſe Pillars ſtand 
fafe and immovable. Not the late example 


; of the Renowned Conſtantine, whom the im- 


perial Standard of the Crois rendred Invin- 
cible and Glorious. Not the lamentable and 


_ trapical Ends of all the preceding Tyrants 


and Perſecutors. Out of mere Spight and 
Malice, after full conviction of his Errors, he 
endeavour'd by all the Arts and Methods of 
Malice and Sophiſtry, of Policy and Cruel- 
ty, to lay waſt the Habitation of Z7on, and 
to make Feruſalem the unhappy Seat of Ruin 
and Deſolation. But behold the Juſtice of 
the Divine Providence, which ſoon likewiſe. 
overtook this impious, 1ncorrigible Wretch, 
Before he had reigned two full years, which 
he ſpent in blaſpheming Chriſt, and catch- 
ing at all advantages of deriding whatever 
had any Relation to him, he fell ignomini- 
ouſly, as he confeſs'd himſelf in his blaſphe- 
mous Yicifti, Galilge, by the immediate 
hand of the offended Feſus. And indeed 
ſuch extraordinary paſlages, back'd with the 
moſt authentick and unqueſtionable teſti- 
mony, happen'd about his Death, that he 
mult needs be of a very perverſe and obſti- 
nate Diſpoſition, who can imagine it to 
have been the efte& ejther of Chance or Na- 

ture, 
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' tare. * Sozomen tells us, that an 
7; Hif-Ece). intimate Acquaifttance of this Ty- 
5.637.638. t4nt,haſtening atter him ifito Per- 
fra, and 'forc'd, for watt of the 
convenience of an Inn, 'to take tip his fodg- 
ing in a Church, faw there a Viſion, which 
aflur'd him, that he was ſlaih ; and that an 
Ezcleſiaſtical Philoſopher at Alexantria , 
mitn'd Diymus, 'who had long monrn'd atid 
faſted for the Affliftions and Caldmiries he 
hid brought upon the Charch, with ftrong 
cryings and tears, beſeeching God for her 
deliverance,was the very ſame day inform'd 
by Horſemen in the air of the fame thing, 
and'cotmmanded to ſignifie it to 4thanafius 
the Biſhop. FJzl:az the Monk likewiſe the 
very fame day this Tyrant receiv'd his deaths 
wound, whilſt he was praying and earneſt- 
ly 'ttiterceding with God for the preſerva- 
tion-of his Church, from that Bloody Perfe- 
cution 'he had threathied to brins upon her 
up0h his Victorious Return from 'Perja, had 
the ſxrne reveal'd unto him. On a ſudden, 
_ -fays Þ ZTheodoret , he dry'd his 
Sage mpg Eyes , and was filld with joy, 
3 69+ which diſplay'd it ſelfinthe cheat- 
fulneſs and ſerenity - of his countenance. 
When'/his Friends, that were about him, be- 
holding this ſudden change, ask'd him the 
Reafoh of it, he anfwerd, That the Wild 
Bear,which had waſted the Lord's _—_— 
1a 
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had how paid for alt the damages he hyd 
done to it ; that he lay dead! upon; the 
ground; incapable of enſnaring of Harctiing 
it any more. And we ate toldby © 
* Zonaras, that a cerfain Getitife ' * Anal. 
Judge of An7io0ch, watching all big " 
night at- the Prerrinm, faw a 
ſtrange Conſtellation in the Hewvens, te. 
Stars-forming, themſelves into theſe: words : 
Eiuze gy iv TiegolFt I8Niaves evaigtrar This day 
is Falian flain in Per/ra: | [2 

But of alk rhe Vaferies-or Calamities,whick 
have happen'd either to ary particufar Pty- 
ſon or Nation fince the Creation. of the 
World, rione ever bore more manifeſt Cha- 
raters of the Divine Vengeance, than the 
Gaode/u, or utter Devaſtation of the 
Fewj/h Nation. Here I fee ſuch a cloud of 
ſorrows, ſo thick and black drawn before us, 
that none but He, who inhabiteth the thick 
Darkneſs, could thus blacken and condenfe 
it. How dreadfully hath God covered the 
Daughter of Sov with a Cloud, and caft 
down from Heaven to Earth the Beauty of 
Iſrael, and remembred not his Foorſtool in 
the day of his anger ? She, that was once 
the Beloved City, the Perfeion of Beauty, 
and the Joy of the whole Earth ; how fud- 
denly was the forſaken of all her Lovers, and 
became a derifion to her Enemies, and their 
Song all the day long 2 To paſs by, as leſs 
| conſis 
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conſiderable, thoſe great oppreſſions and in- 
dignities, which from the Aſcenſion of Chri/# 
to the beginning of the Siege this miſerable 
People underwent, from the ſeveral outra- 
gious Governours ſent them from Rome : Af- 
ter a Jong, cloſe Siege, wherein through the 
innumerable multitudes of the People, who 
were all now aſſembled at Feruſalem to cele- 
brate the Paſlover,they were reduc'd to ſuch 
extremity, that the dung of Beaſts was 
thought delicious Fare ; Nay, that the ſoſter 
Sex threw ofi the tenderneſs of Nature, Wo- 
men feeding even upon the Fruit of their own 
Wombs. Aiter the Red Horſe had march'd 
furiouſly before them, all bloody with the 
eftes of a Civil War, and the Pale Horſe 
had follow'd after him with Death upon his 
back, and the Grave at his heels. Aſter the 
unconceivable outrages and barbaritics of 
three Factions within, who ſlaughter'd and 
butcher'd one another, even in their moſt 
Holy Places: And a Famine had ſo merci- 
lefly rag'd amongſt them, that it fill'd their 
Houſes with dead Women and Infants, and 
the Streets with the carcaſles of Elder Men ; 
that the young Men pale and wan, like the 
cold ghaſtly Shades of Night, walk'd ſilently 
about the Market-place, fainting and drop- 
ping down as they walk'd, and yielding up 
the Ghoſt ; and others, envying the happy 
ſtate of thoſe, whom Death had kindly _ 
vey 


ls 5.4 
vey'd to Reſt before them, went down alive 
into their Graves, and there quietly reſign'd 
themſelves up to the friendly embraces of 
the King of Terrors : In ſhort, that, as their 
impartial Hiſtorian relates, a hun- Joſeph. de 
dred and fifteen thouſand eight Belo Fude- 
hundred and fourſcore dead Bodies ico L:6. 6. 
were in leſs than three Months © '*: 
carried out of one Gate : Thoſe laſtly came, 
out of whoſe mouth iſſu'd Fire and Smoak, 
and Deſtruction. The Roman Army, like a 
mighty Torrent, broke in upon them,which 
with the fagacity of an Eagle purſu'd them 
whitherſoever they fled, and ſparing neither | 
young nor old, Prieſt nor People, put infi- 
nite numbers of all ſorts to the Sword, that 
none could paſs the narrow Streets for heaps 
of dead Bodies. They ras'd the Wall of the 
City, ſet fire to its ſtately Buildings, nay, 
ſpard not the Temple it ſelf, whoſe Flames, 
though ſpreading with that Horror, and ra- 
ging with that fury, that the Hill whereon 
this ſtately Fabrick was ſituate, ſeem'd to 
have been burnt up by the Roots, were yet 
wonderfully allay d, and abated by thoſe 
continual ſtreams of Blood, which flow'd 
from the Bodies of the ſlain. The Croſs, 
which forty Years before, againſt all the 
Laws of God and Man, they ſo outragiouſly 
demanded, became their own moſt juſt and 
equal portion, when the Crucifiers of the 
Lord 
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Lord: of Life were themielves in fuch vaſt 
multitudes crucify'd 'by their inſulting Ene- 
mies; that there was left no ſpace: for the 


Croſſes, nor indeed Croſles for their Bodies 


to he crucify'd upon. The flower of their 
Youth was led to Rome 1n triumph, all un- 
der ſeventeen Years of Age fold into Bon- 
dage, and the reft ſent bound,ſome to Fgypr 
to groan and faint again under the heavy 
preſſures of intolcrable flavery, others into 
divers Provinces to fight with Beaſts in the 

Theatres; ſo that, tho, as my 
{| 74.de Rel. (| Author atteſteth, even in the 
Jus ©.7- midſt of all their miſerics they 
TOY would not return to him, that 


 ſmote them, but for all this ſinned yet more, 
and provok'd the Holy One of /ſrael, being 


as proud and arrogant as if all things were 
well with them ; yet, as he contelleth,'twas 
their wickedneſs and impiety, which excee- 
ded the provocations even of Sodem and Go- 
morrab, that led their Young Men into Cap- 
tivity, and deliver d up their whole Nation 
into the Enemies hand. Thoſe mercileſs 
Flames, which devourd their Houſes and 
Temple, did in a lively manner repreſent 
unto all others the Burning of God's Wrath 
againſt then; And the Brave, Victorious 
Romau General aſcribed all the Glory of his 
ſucceſs to God, confefiing that his Arms and 
Engines would have prevailed nothing at all, 


unleſs 
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unleſs He in a-moſt extraordinary manner 
had aſſiſted; him, in, the War,and overthrown 
their Walls and Bulwarks. Nay, EZ/cazer 
himſelf (the, Captain of thoſe Sicarzans or 
Cut-throats, who. firſt revolted from, and 
alſo laſt held, out in the Caſtle Maſſada againſt 
the Romaqus,) exgiting his deſponding Follows- 
ers, to the glorious exploit of diſpatching 
with their own. hands all their Wives and 
Children, and then bravely to do the ſame 
Execution upon themſelves, (which. accor- 
dingly they did) to enforce his exhortation 
tells them plainly, that twas abſolutely im- 
poſlible for them ever to dream of Victory, 
God. manifeſtly fighting againſt them, having 
for all their unvarallell'd Villainies irreverſi- 
bly deſtin'd their Nation to utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction. And indeed what elſe ſpake 
thoſe many Signs and Preſages o; their ap- 
proaching Deſtruction ? T& 78 6:5 _ 
uyevyudla:' as Euſebius calls them, RP 
thoſe Sermons, as it were, of God "0M 
himſelf, whereby he declared his irreverſible 
Decree againſt them,» The Comet, which 
in form ot a fiery Sword hung over the City, 
for a whole Year together, thedding its de- 
ſtructive and peltilential influence upon the 
Inhabitants, That ſtrange Light, which be- 
fore the, firſt Revolt, and the beginning of 
the War, the People beivg gather'd rogether 
to the Feaſt of upleavened. Bread, faw at 
nine 
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hine of the Night for half an hour together; 
ſo gloriouſly ſhining about the Altar and the 
Temple, that it ſeemed to have recalled the 
Brightneſs of Noon-day 2 That wonderful 
Apparition, which before the Sun-riſfing was 


ſeen in the Air all over the Country of Cha- 


riots and Armed Men in Battel Array, paſ- 
ſing along in the Clouds, and encompaſiing 
the City round about ? The Inner-Gate of 
the Temple, which tho! all of maſſe Braſs, 
and that at Nignt had always twenty Men 
at leaſt to ſhut it, and was faſtned with locks 
and bars of Iron, was ſeen at the firſt hour 
of the Night to open of its own accord ? 

ov otecu The Voice, as it 
Euſ. looo were of a great Multitude, which 
/0y a on the Feaſt-day call'd Pentecoſt, 

the Prieſts heard in the Inner- 
Temple, when the Guardian-Angels took 
their leave of it, and call'd upon one another 
to depart thence 2 That dreadful wo, which 
for ſeven Years and five Months, one Feſas 
with a mournful Voice continued to de- 
nounce againſt the City, Temple, and Peo- 
ple, 'rill at length beholding the Beginning 
of thoſe Sorrows, he had ſo long foretold 
ſhould come to pals, to aſſure the People of 
their final completion, hecryed wo to him- 
ſelf alſo, and was immediately ſtruck dead 
with a Stone ſhot out of an Engine? Nay, 


to look torward, how came 7urnus Rufus 
with 


C8) 
with a Plough-ſhare to -tear up the very 
Foundations of the Temple, not ſo much as 
leaving one Stone upon another ? Or what 
meant that dreadful Eruptian of Fire, which 
(as with unqueſtionable Authority thoſe two 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorians, * Socrates , , _ 
& + Sozomen relate) hindred this 1, * © 
unhappy People, when 7u/ian the | Lib. 5. c. 
Apoſtate, in hopes to have proved ** _ 
Chriſt a falſe Prophet, gave them encourage- 
ment, from laying the Foundations of the 
Temple ; and not only conſum'd and calci- 
ned the inſtruments and materials they had 
prepar'd, but alſo by a terrible Earthquake 
ſhook down the Houſes and Buildings, that 
ſtood about the place, and kill d them upon 
the ſpot, that attempted the Work 2 What, 
] fay, ſpake all theſe, but that God had quite 
thrown off this treacherous, perverſe, and 
ſtiff-necked People, and given a final divorce 
to his Spouſe for her abominable Fornica- 
tions 2 She had kill d the Prophets, and 
fton'd them, that were ſent unto her with 
Letters of Peace and everlaſting Mercy. She 
would not be reclaimed either . by Mercies 
or Judgments,but the Arms of Divine Good- 
neſs were ſtretched out all the day long to a 
dif-obedient and gain-faying People. Fhough 
they had evident and uncontroulable demon- 
ftrations, .that Jeſus was the Meſſiah ; all 
their Deſcriprions and Propheſfies exattly 
G COnNCens 
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they ſighted his Doctrine, as the talk only 
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concentring in his :Perfon, and not only 
they themſelves, but even the very Heathen 
Nations juſt then, when he came, inftantly 
and every moment expecting his coming : 
though the Heavens bow'd themſelves to let 
down the: Heavenly Hoſt to celebrate his 
coming, and one of them cloath'd with the 
Brightneſs and Similitude of a Star, called 
the Levantine Princes to aflure them, that 
their King was come ; yet, as though they 
reſolved to fruftrate the Decrees of Heaven, 
and to break the very Golden Chain of Pre- 
deſtination, they would not that he ſhould 
reign over them ; but becauſe he appeared 


not with that glorious Retinue and Maje- 


ſtick Grandeur, which they expected, and 
in which he ſhall appear at his Second Co- 
ming, inſtead of Echoing forth their Hoſan- 
na's to the Son of David, reproachedand vi- 
lified him as but the deſpicable Son of a poor, 
indigent Carpenter. Though he ſpake as 
never Man yet ſpake, did fuch Works as no 
Man could have done, unleſs the Holy Spj- 
Tit of God had ina moſt extragrdinary man- 
ner been With him; Though his Converſa- 
tion, perſonal PerfeStions, and the whole 
rcenour and circumſtances of his 

Antiquit. Jite did all, as Fojephus himſelf 
.-; "a contellerh, exceed all mcaſures of 
"]. Human Greatneſs or Wiſdom, yet 


of 
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of an idle, illiterate Perſon, and traduced 


his Miracles as a trick of impeſture, and the 


effes of a black Confederacy with the In- 
fernal Powers, and could afford him no bet- 
ter titles, than thoſe infamous ones of Glat- 
ton, Drunkard, Traitor, and Friend in the 
worlt ſenſe of Publicans and Sinners. Nay, 

as though all this, and infinitely more had 
been too little for afflifted Innocence to ſuf- 
ter, they violently laid hands upon his 'Sa- 
cred Perſon, treated . him as the vileſt Mif- 
creant, *'MG Fix Ie TY Ho0USN, AU) Tz 
o {ane 35 the Filth of the World, and the 
Oft-ſcouring of all things, haling him through 
all the ſtages of contumely and cliſgrace, and 
at laſt by their turnuſtuous out-cries,and ma- 

Iictous ſuggeſtions prevailing with the Go- 
vernour to put him to death. And now one 
would expect, that their Rage anc Madneſs 
againſt him fhould terminate in his death, 
and lie buried and extin&t in the Sepulchre, 

where they had laid him. But, alas ! Ma- 
lice is reſtleſs as motion, infatiable as the 
Grave, and implacable as the Powers of 
Darkneſs. To fill up the meaſure of ther | 
iniquities, they perſecuted him in his Apo- 
ſtles, ſcourging ſome of them in their Syna- 
gogues, and putting others to death, only 
becauſe they atteſted what their Adverſaries 

themſelves knew to be true, v/z. that they 


had ſeen him alive ater his Reſurrection. 
5. 
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And thus the wrath of God came upon them 
to the uttermoſt, drove them out of their 
own Land, diſpers'd and ſcattered them 0- 
ver the face of the whole Earth, making 
them the ſcorn and derifion of all, that are 
round about them, and yet (which is ſingu- 
larly to be obſerved) never ſuffering them 
by their mixture, with other Nations to 
looſe themſelves, as the ten Tribes of //rae/ 
have done, as though he intended them for 
a ſtanding Memorial and everlaſting Exam- 
ple of his Power and Vengeance. And all 
this according to the punctual Predictions of 
Him they had rejected, even of the Ever- 
Bleſſed and Immortal Fe/as. Which brings 
me to my ſecond particular, which 1s to 
thew, that God hath likewiſe by Predictions 
or Propheſies given indubitable Evidence of 
his Being and Providence in the World. 

2. Tho'the obſervations of the Star-gazing 
Chaldzans and Agyptians, and the leveral 
kinds of Predictions uſed by the South-ſayers 
among the Romans, (as Tully in his ſecond 
Book de Divinatione, and that other of his 
de Fato has ſhewn at Jarge) and the Efata 
iikewiſe of the Heathen Oracles themſelves 
| Apud Timeum, (25, beſides this Author, || P/a- 
Charmidaem, 3 70, + ZE/chylus ) T 7acit as, 
Phedrm. + Plutarch, and many other 
tVide variorum ; ae” i 
Netas 51 Virgs. Pagans of great Antiquity and 
_ £Eneid. 6.verſe Tearning have jointly obſer: 
G9, 100, ved) 
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ved) were generally fo vain, ridiculous, and 
uncertain, that the Srozcks would ſcarce al- 
low a wiſe Man ſo much as to honour them 
with his preſence ; yet that there have real- 
ly been ſome Predictions or Propheſies con- 
cerning future things, which in thetr various 
circumſtances were purely contingent, 1s ſo 
univerſally atteſted by the unanimous ſut- 
frage of all Mankind in general, ( Fpicurus 
himſelf not denying it) that 'tis impoſlible 
any Man can be ignorant of it, who is ne- 
ver ſo little converſant either with Sacred or 
Protane Writers. For to fay nothing of thoſe 
many ſtrange and wonderful Oracles,where- 
by (as Grorius collets from [u- 

cha, Acoſta, Petrus Cieza, and o- De Verit. 
thers) the wild uncivilized Ame- Rl _ 
ricans, in the Kingdoms both of cap. 17. 
Mexico and Pers, were foretold 

of the coming of the Spaniards many Ages 
before their arrival, and of the oppreſfſions 
and calamities, which would thence enſue : 
Thoſe ten Propheteſles ſo famous throughout 
the World, call'd from their knowledge of 
Divine Counſels S$iby/lz, whether divinely 
inſpir'd, (as with ſome great and learned 
Authors I am very apt to think) or (as 0- 
thers) ated only by the Devil, who from 
the Writings of the Prophets learn'd thoſe 


truths they pronounc'd, foretold (as vou 
= G 3 ſhall 
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ſhall ſee by and by) ſuch things, as could 
originally flow only from ſuch a Being, 
whoſe underſtanding 1s infinite. 
* Bur, alas! we need not borrow light from 
the faint, and cold gl1mmerings of theſe 
twinkling Stars, having the glorious and un- 
correCted Rays of the Sun .it felf to guide us 
in our ſearch. I mean the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, our Bleſſed Saviour, who by his Di- 
vine Spirit did in all Ages of his Church, 
not only torc-ſhew the tranſcendent Myſte- 
ries of his own Incarnation ; but reveal like- 
wife to his Servants the Prophets, other 
things, which in the fulneſs of time ſhould 
alſo come to paſs. Such was the promiſe 
given to 4braham of his Poſterity's return- 
ing out of the Land of Feypt after four hun- 
dred Years flavery there, and inheriting the 
Land of Canaavy. Such was the Prophecy 
concerning Fofah, which, as Jo- 
ſephas witneſſeth, was given three 
hundred ſixty and one years before 
he was born. Such was the calling of Cyrus 
_ by name in * //aiah a hundred 
7-45 years likewiſe before his Birth. 
Such, laſtly, were Daniel's Propheſies con- 
cerning the Kings both of Grezce and Rome, 
with many others. Now there is no Man, 
tho' never ſo Atheiſtically inclin'd, who can 
in reaſon call in queſtion the truth of theſe 
- Prophe- 
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Prophefies. + The very Infidels 


will riſe up, and ſtop the mouths # 


of ſuch daring Men, and the Wi- 
ſeſt and moſt Confiderate of the 
Heathens themſelves pronounce 
them unreaſonable. For no ſooner 
did 2oſes vouchfafe to take off his 
veil, and to make himfſelt known 
to the Sages of Greece : No ſooner 
did the Prophets leave their more 
private Retirements in their own 
Land, and ſhew themfelves pub- 
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Iickiy in the Schools of the Philo- 
fophers ; but Men of the greateſt Authority 
and Learning roſe up, and did them Reve- 
rence. They were unwilling indeed to give 
them the Chair, or to dethrone their 1rre- 
fragable Maſters for their ſakes; yet for their 
great antiquity, known abilities, and ſpecial 
integrity, All except Perphyry (who to e- 
vade the Authority of Dazzel's Propheſies, 
does not bluſh to affirm, that they were 
vritten in the times of 4»7ochas after the 
things were done, and imposd upon the 
World under that Prophet's name, tho” *tis 
apparent from + Foſephus, that 
they were ſhew'd to Alexander the 1 —_ 
Great in his advance towards 7e- — : 
ruſalem, above one hundred and 
fitty years before Antiochus) allow d them 
the credit of Venerable, Faithiul, and Di- 
G 4 VINC 
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vine. Writers, Since therefore *tis granted 


on all hands; that theſe things were by ſuch 
and ſuch Men thus punctually foretold ; 
fince being foretold they as punctually came 
to paſs ; we muſt either aſcribe them to ſome 
other cauſe, or reſolve them wholly into the 
Providence of God. But now what cauſe 
in naturecan be found ſufficient for the pro- 
dudion of ſuch great, ſuch wondrous Ef- 
fefs ? To paſs by the Dreams of Philo Fu- 
deus, Plutarch, Maimonides, and others, 
concerning I know not what prognoſtick 
Vertue in Human Souls, as not worth a con: 
futation : Of all Created Beings, the Ange- 
lick Nature partakes moſt of the Divine. 
They are Creatures of noble Faculties and 
enlarged capacities ; and amongſt all thoſe 
glorious Endowments God has been pieaſed 
to beſtow on them, their Knowledge cer- 
tainly cant be the leaſt, from which the 
Philoſophers have given them their names. 
Can then theſe D2mons, theſe Intelligences 
produce their cauſe ? or bring, forth their 
{trong Reaſons ? Can they bring them forth, 
and ſhew us what ſhall happen ? or declare 
to us things for to come, that we may know 
them ? No. Their underſtanding indeed is 
great and wonderful ; but the Divine alone 
is infinite and infallible. They can pene- 
trate far into the depth of natural cauſes,and 
from circumſtances and figns, ſhrewdly con- 
jeQture 
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jeure at future Events. But becauſe the 
things are in themſelves contingent,and may 
be or not be, either as the Will of Man, or 
the Cauſes in Nature, on which they depend, 
vary or not vary, their Predictions can ne- 
ver be certain or infallible ; it being the 1n+ 
communicable Prerogative of ſuch a Being, 
who ſearcheth the hearts and trieth the reins, 
and ſpieth out all our ways ; who knoweth 
all the foldings of our hearts,all the turnings 
and windings of our unſettled Reſolutions ; 
who ruleth all things, and directeth all their 
Operations to their ſeveral Ends, and upon 
whoſe will the actions of all depend, to fore- 
ſee the certain Effects depending, purely up- 
on thoſe Cauſes. Hence aroſe that known 
Ambiguity in the Heathen Oracles ; the De- 
vil (as the wiſer Pagazs ( you have ſeen) 
themſelves have obſerv'd) not daring to an- 
ſwer plainly and directly to the Queſtion 
propos, leaſt the Event ſhould at laſt dif- 


cover his ignorance, and manifeſt him to be 


(whar he really was) an Impoſtor and the 
Father of lyes; and upon this ac- 
count, ſays * Servias, Jupiter *bÞn Virg 
Ammon Was picturd with Rams —_— Fr 
Horns, becauſe his anſwers had © 
as many turnings and windings as they. 
Burt now if the Knowledge of theſe ab- 
ſirated Spirits was thus miſerably foil'd Ge 
We titat 
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that greateſt Patron of Papaniſm, 
Tee A%- + Porphyry himſelf is forced to 

IV. - . . 
confeſs) in things only contin- 
gent ; then how much leſs can they attain 
to the knowledge of thoſe things, which be- 
long only to God ? Thoſe things I mean, 
which depend neither upon any natural 
cauſe, nor upon the will of Man, but whol- 
ly and entirely, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, upon 
the will of God. Thoſe things, which he 
determined in himſelf before the World be- 
n, and which are the pure Emanations 
of his free Goodneſs and Mercy : Such as 
the Incarnation, Paſſion, and bitter Death 
of the Son of God for the fins of Mankind. 
His ReſurreQion and Aſcenſion into Hea- 
ven. His Rejection of, and exemplary Ven- 
geance upon his Crucifiers the Fews, and 
the calling of the Genzz/es; all which were 
not only forctold by the Holy Prophets ; but 
ſome of them likewiſe (as + Opſe- 
t Prefat.in pes himſelf confeſſeth ; and the 
_— whole Claſs of the primitive Fa- 
lucemedicta thers, but eſpecially Conſtantine 
the Great, in an Oration written 
by him in Latiz to a Synod of Prelates in 
his days,has learnedly aſſerted ; and the rea- 
ſons alledged by Ga/lznus, Yeoſhas, and other 
Learned Men to the contrary do not im- 
pugn) particularly preſignify d by the ten 


tore-mention d Propheteſles of the Heathen 
| World. 
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World. Which of all the abſtracted Spirits, 
I fay, hath known this Will of the Lord, or 
who hath been here his Counſellour 2 Now 
indeed, the Apoſtle tells us, Fphef. 3. 10. 
unto Principalities and Powers in Heavenly 
Places, z. e. to the Heavenly Princes and Po- 
tentates, Angels and Archangels, is made 
known by his diſpenſfations in the Church 
the manifold Wiſdom of God. Bur. alas ! 
before his atual deſcent into the lower parts 
of the Earth, They were at fo wide a di- 
ſtance from the knowledge of theſe ſecrets of 
the Lord, that though he had in ſome mea- 
{ure revealed and communicated them to his 
Church, their underitandings were never= 
theleſs confounded, and they could only 
oather ſome general, dark, and obſcure no- 
tices of them from the Shadows and Prafi- 
ourations they then lay under. They knew, 
it muſt be confe(s'd, that Mankind was to 
be redeemed, the Meſfah cur off, and the 
Gezxtiles called. But what Death he ſhould 
die, and how the Gerz7/es ſhould be called, 
rhey were not able to appreliend. They ſtu- 
dy'd and ſeriouſly meditated upon theſe 
things, deſiring, as St. Peter tells us, to 
look narrowly into them, and clearly and 
diſtinctiv to diſcern all the particular me- 
thods and contrivances of Providence : Bur, 
aiter all their ſearch and ſtudy, their puny, 
finite underſtandings were loſt in the intri- 
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cate Mzanders of Divine Counſels, and en- 
tirelſy ſwallowed up in the unfathomable 
Profundity of Eternal Determinations. And 
for this reaſon St. Paul, IT conceive, may be 
underſtood, Co/. x. 26. to call the Goſpel a 
Myſtery, becauſe 'twas hidden, as he there 
lays, «no 2 eivvw, Not from Ages per- 
haps, as we render it, but from Angels, 
which amongſt thoſe Hereticks the Apoſtle 
there makes it his buſineſs to confute, wore, 
(as Zenezns diſcourſeth at Jarge in his dif- 
covery of the Yalentinians) commonly 
known by that name. Now then, ſince 'tis 
molt evident, that there have been certain 
and infallible PrediCtions both of ſuch things, 
which conſidered in their own cauſes were 
purely contingent, and alſo of ſome others, 
which were tarther advanced above the 
Sphere of Created Underſtandings ; bor- 
rowing their whole entity from the free de- 
terminations of the Divine Will ; ſince it 1s 
as evident, that ſuch certain and infallible 
Predictions could proceed from nothing leſs, 
than Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs; we can 
have no poſſible pretence to diſtruſt any lon- 
ger the good Providence of God, who has 
in all Ages vouchſafed to make fuch gracious 
Revelations of his Will, and by the moſt 
convincing, undeniable Proofs, perpetually 
to atteſt his preſidence over rhe S:ns of 


Men. But though the caſe be thus plain, 
and 
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and to all thinking, intelligent Perſons, put 
beyond all poſbbbility of diſtruſt ; yet Mira- 
cles being generally looked upon to be the 
moſt effe&tual means not only for the con- 
verſion of Infidels, but alſo for the fatisfa- 
ion of doubting Souls ; Being they are the 
moſt immediate Credentials of Heaven, 
thoſe which do nearlieſt afte&t our ſenſes, 
and conſequently have the ſtrongeſt influ- 
ence upon our minds, I proceed laſtly to 
ſhew, that God has not been wanting in his 
part even 1n this thing ; but that by many 
undoubted Miracles, alſo he has to all the 
World atteſted this great truth. 

3. Many falſe Prophets indeed have ever 
been in the World, who by ſigns and lying 
wonders have miſerably beguiled the Souls 
of the over-credulous and incogitant. Simon 
Magus, you know, by his juglings and im- 
poſtures ſo bewitched the unrhinking Peo- 
ple of Samarza, that they all gave heed to 
him from the leaſt to the greateſt, acknow- 
ledging him to be the mighty Power of God. 
And when he afterwards came to Rome, by 
his Diabolical Sorceries he worked himſelf 
into ſo good an Opinion with the Emperor, 
that he + ereQed a Statue to + Videas Tuſtinum 
him with this Inſcription : xx Apol. 2. (Reves 
Simoni Santto Deo, to Simon 741) p.69. © Ter- 
the Holy God. After him *#*: 4/9 cap. 13. 
Cerinthus, Menander, Baſilides, and cthers 
| came 
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came upon the Stage ; and Barchochebar 
Dawid cl David, and others are memorable 
for their miſerable deluſion of the Jews, But 


chiefly ſuch great and glorious things are. 


ſpoken by ſome Heathens of that Fanatick, 
Lying, and Pedantick Pyrhagorean, Apollo- 
nius Tyanens, that FHierocles has the Impu- 
dence and malice -to parallel him with our 
Saviour himſelf, and his Apoſties. He has 
the impudence and malice, I fay, to do this; 
wr that it could be nothing elfe, not only 

Finſebias of old, and Þ two mo- 
T Cudworth Gern Authors cf our own have 


in his TIn- 
rele $2. C clcarly evinc d i from Philoftratus's 
2.268. azd OWN Account of his life, but even 


Parigr it the Pagans therafelves have like- 


his Divine 
Authority Wiſe demonſtrated: for during his 


—_— life time, they generally looked 
250n Parax. BPON him only as a rc, or infa- 
27. *  mous inchanter, acculing him for 

| this very Crime betore- the Empe- 
rout Domitian, who, having heard the cauſe, 
ilighted and deſpiſed both him and his accu- 
ters, and diſmilt him the Court tor an idle, 
vain, fantaliick Fellow. 

Theſe things, I confeſs, have done uncon- 
ccivable prejuaice to the Authority of true 
and real Miracles, and laid grievous flum- 
bling-blocks in the ways even of conſidering: 
Men. For ſome have hence too rathly con- 


cluded, that not only God, but the Prince 
of 
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of Darkneſs likewiſe, whenſoever he pleaſeth, 
may be the Author of a true and real Mira- 


cle, and conſequently that the working of 
them do no ways inferr 2 God and Provi- 


dence in the World ; and others as haſtily, 
that there was never any ſuch thing as a real 
Miracle in the World, but that all we hear 
of, were pure cheats, fophiſms, and deluft- 
ons. Theſe latter might as well have in- 
ferr'd, That there are no Jewels, becauſe 
there are Counterfeits ; and that legitimate 
demonſtrations are but Figments and Chi- 
mzra's, becauſe there are alſo Sophiſms and 
Paralogiſms. Bur I haſten to the Firſt. 

1. Then, Neither the Devil, nor any o- 
ther Created Being whatſoever can be the 
Author of a true and real Miracle, and con- 
ſequently it there have ever been any in the 
World, (as you ſhall fee by and by there 
have) they clearly and undeniatiy inferr a 
God and Providence. By a Miracle we un- 
derſtand no more, than a ſupernatural efte&t 
evident to Senſe. Or (to ule the Deſcription 
of a great Divine of our own ) every true 
Miracle is a production of ſomething, out of 
nothing ; and that either in the thing it ſelt, 
or in the manner of producing it. In the 
thing it ſelf, when it is of that nature, thar 
it cannot be produced by any ſecond cauſes; 
as the raiſing of the dead. In the manner ot 
producing it, when, though the thing lies 
within 
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Within the poſſibility of ſecond cauſes, yer 
it is performed without the help of any of 
them ; as in the cure of Diſeaſes without 
any uſe of means, by a word ſpeaking, by 
the touch of a garment, and the like. Now 
the Devil being a finite Agent, which can- 
not exceed the bounds of Nature, can by 


" no- means be the cauſe of fach miraculous 


Efteats. His Power indeed is great, and his 
Faculties are exalted, and therefore from hid- 
den, undiſcerned Cauſes he may, 

+ De Abti- as + Porphyry truly obſerves, and 
294 ng indeed has produced ſuch ſtrange, 
wt prodigious Effects, as (if it had 
been poſſible) might have ſeduced even the 
very Elect. But yet we know, that, as a 
Creature, he has his bounds and limits pre- 
icribd him, and that hitherto he may come, 
bur no farther, and here of pure neceffity 
his Operations mult be ſtaid. For how can 
the narrow, ſcanty Womb of Nature fully 
and adequately comprehend the infinite Di- 
menſions of a ſupernatural Conception ? Or 
a Being be ſummoned to appear out of the 
unſearchabledepris of emptineſs and nothing 
by any thing leſs, than the voice of irreſift;- 
ble Omnipotence 2 Who can alter the fix d, 
1mmutavle Laws of Nature? turn things out 
of that courſe and order, wherein they were 
placed at the World's firſt Production, and 


wherein they have conſtantly, regularly, and_ 


nece(- 
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neceſſarily moved ever ſince ? Surely none 
but He, who is the great Spring of all the 
motions of this great Machine of the World; 
who ſets every wheel and cauſe a going, and 
is therefore glorious in Power, feartul in 
Praiſes, becauſe alone doing wonders. Hence 
then we may fafely conclude, that all thoſe 
Works, which the Magicians did of old, how 
great and wonderful ſoever, never arrived 
to the height of a true and proper Miracle ; 
but that they were only the productions of 
natural cauſes, which together with the 
manner of their production being altogether 
unknown, cauſed wonder and aſtoniſhment 
in the Spectators. Having therefore thus 
proved, that an Infinite Being alone can be 
the Author of a true and real Miracle, I pro- 
ceed in the next place ts ſhew, that there 
have been ſuch things as true and real Mira- 
cles in the World, and conſequently, ſince 
an Infinite Being alone can be the Author of 
them, they clearly and undeniably inferr a 
God and Providence. A: 

2, Now I ſhall not here tell you from 7a- 
citus and Suetonius, how YVeſpaſian opened 
the Eyes of a Blind Man in Zgyp+ by his 
Spittle, or from Spartianus, how a Woman 
was likewiſe cured of her Blindneſs only by 
kiſſing: the Knees of the Emperour Adriaz : 
the vartous artifices, which were then —_ 
H js 
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to aſſert the Divinity of the Emperours ren- 
dring theſe things very liable to ſuſpicion. 
Neither ſhall 1 endeavour to confirm this 
truth by any argument drawn from the pre- 
tended Miracles amongſt the RomanifFs at 
this day, ſince 1 doubt not, but that upon 
a ſevere, impartial ſcrutiny they would ap- 
pear to be as falſe and counterfeit, as thoſe 
above-mention'd ; the end of them all being 
in truth the very ſame, viz. to draw Men's 
minds off from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 
and to render the whole Creation again ſub- 
je'to vanity. I ſhall only then appeal to 
the unexceptionable Writings (tor ſo, you 
have ſeen, the Heathens themſelves acknow- 
ledge them) of Moſes and the Prophets,and 
to the as indiſputable Hiſtories (as will ap- 
pear in its proper place) of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, which ſeem to' be nothing elſe 
than one continued teſtimony of this great 
truth. See then that great Law-giver and 
Prophet entred the liſts with the Wite Men 
and Sorcerers of Zzypr, whilſt Pharach and 
his Peovle, 2s 2 Cloud oi Witneſles, ſtand 
by, and behvid this great conteit. They 
ſeem to ſtand a while upon the fame level ; 
neither {ide having any vilible preheminence - 
from the three firtt attempts. The Magi- 
cians Rods, as well as his, are (to all ap- 
pearance ) turned equally into Serpents : 

The 


(| 
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The Rivers too at their command flow on 
in ſtreams of Blood ; and the Frogs hear 
their call, and from their watery Beds obe- 
aiently come up upon the Land. But, ſee, 
the mighty Rod now animates the dui, and 


the old hungry Serpent complains for want 
of Food. Where now are the Wife Men, 


the Sorcerers, and Magicians? Or how do. 


his powerful Antagonilts keep their ground? 
Surely, as the Prophet ſpeaks, the 

Princes of Zoan are Fools, the Y- 1968s 
Counſel of the Wife Couniellours of Pharaoh 
15 become brutiſh. Their aſiiſtant Spirits 
are non-plus d and contounded,and therefore 
they are forced to acknowledge, that this 
in very deed is the Finger of God. March we 
hence with the ſame /7s/es to the Banks of 
the Red-Sea, and there behold the wonders 
he does too in the deep. No ſooner does he 
lift up his Rod, and ſtretch out his hand 
over the Sea ; but the deep Waters aciknows- 
ledge his commiſſion, and obedient] y retire. 
He triumphantly condutts the Redcemed of 
the Lord, through the midit of the Sea up- 
on dry ground, and the Waters are a Wall 
to them on their Right Hand, and on their 
Leſt. Again, he gives the Signal, and the 
Sea returns to its {trenzth, and overwhelms 
the {Egyptians with their Chariots and thei 


Horie-men, I might i arther recount to you 
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the Miracles he ſhewed after this in the Wil- 
derneſs. How he brought Waters out of the 
hard Rock, ſo that the ſtreams ran withal in 
dry places: How he fed his murmuring 
Hoſt with Manna and Quails ; and by his 
Prayer cauſed the Earth to open her Mouth, 
and to ſwallow up the factious and rebell- 
ous Company of MHorah. « I might remind 
you likewiſe of the continued ſeries of Mira- 
cles under the Mofaical Oeconomy : Ot the 
wonderful effects of the Waters of jealoufie ; 
of the extraordinary plenty of the ſixth year ; 
of Urim and Thummim, and of the ſpecial 
ſecurity of the Coaſts of /ſrael every third 
year, though their Enemies very well knew, 
that all their Males at that time went up to 
Worſhip at Jeruſalem. I might, enlarge, I 
ſay, upon theſe, and many other inſtances 
of the ſame kind, which occur in the Wri- 
tings of the Old Teſtament ; but I ſhall 
therefore forbear mentioning any more, be- 
cauſe all theſe ſcattered Rays did at la{t con- 
center into one point, and with united Glo- 
ries ſhine together, when the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs aroſe upon the World, Then eſpe- 
cially did the Divine Providence give uncon- 
troulable demonſtration of it felt to Mankind, 
when (as Mahomet in his 4/coran, and the 
Rabbins themſclves in their 7a/mud confeſs). 
the Man Chri/t Jefas did ſuch Works, as no 
| Man 


( 101 ) 

Man could have done, unleſs God had been 
with him. The Gods of the Heathen, as 
Arnobius remarks, could never cure any Di- 
ſeaſe without ſome Preſcriptions ; and #/- 
culapius himſelf, though celebrated for his 
Phyfick throughout the World, was really 
no better than a Mountebank or ordinary 
Emperick. Nay their great Japiter Capito- 
linas, though arm'd with thunder, and fo 
trighting the World with his pretended Om- 
nipotence, was ſo far from being able to raiſe 
the Dead, cure the Blind, or heal the Lame, 
that he could not ſo much as cure a Wart, a 
Pimple, or any other the moſt trivial thing, 
without preſcribing ſomething or other for 
its removal. But now our Saviour never 
uſed any ſuch means, having no need of any 
adjacent matter, of the virtue of Herbs, or 
any other Medicine. His Commilſion was 
large and unbounded ; His . Power Divine, 
Infinite, and uncontroulable. He made the 
Lame Man to leap as an Hart, and the 
Tongue of the Dumb to ſing. By his word 
he filenc'd the Winds, and walk'd upon the 
furious Sea, as the * $;Zy/ ſpeaks, 
with his feet of Peace. He open d * Latarr. 
the Eyes of him, that was born Fang 
Blind ; heal'd all manner of Di- ,\ cap. 15. 
ſeaſes ; rais'd the Dead to life aiter 
four days Burial, and all this only with a 

2 word 
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word of his Mouth, or a touch of his Hand: 
He cured them that were far off, as well 
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"ih as thoſe, that were nigh ; and that with a 
ti bare Fiat, without ſending any other Medt- 
+ cine, than health it ſelf to his Patients. He * 
i  faw into the very breaſts of Men, difcover'd 
iF \ their moſt ſecret thoughts and intentions, 
bs and accordingly either reprov'd or commen- 
A __ ded them. Neither did theſe refreſhing Wa- 
Mi} ters break out only in the Wilderneſs, or 
'F theſe wholeſome Krreams flow only in the 
"#4 defart ; for he did not (as ſome now-a-days 
38 do) hudgle up his actions in the dark, or lay 
| the ſcene of his Miracles 1n an obſcure, un- 
known corner amonslt his Friends only and 
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Followers ; but when 11s time was come, he ) 


it 
"Hil ſhew'd himſelf openly to all the People, had 
bi his converſition amonglil his ſworn Enemies, 


\Kl the Scrites and Phar ;jees, to whom he pro- 
"01 ved his Commiſiion beyond all contradi- 
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*R &tion. Nay, even in the midſt of his grea- 

} teſt weakneſs, when he lay to: -ured and 

E | bleeding upon the Crofs,he was ſtill ſo migh- 

i ty, ſo irreliſtible in power, that he opened 

En the Graves, ſplit the hard Rocks afſunder, 

bl rent the Temples veil, and (as not only the 

i Evangeliſts, but Phlegon Itkewiſe, Gentle- | 
4 man to the Emperour Adrian, in his general } 
| Hiſtory of the O/ympzads ; and 7 hallus, ano- 

# ther Heathen cited by that accurate Chro- 
Mt nologer, 

"AHF } 
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nologer, Africauus ; and, as we 
are afſur'd by * 7ertullian, the 
publick Records of the Roman Empire wit- 
neſs) darkened the Sun, and put Nature in- 
to ſuch cloſe mourning, that *tis reported of 
Dionyfius the Areopagite, who was after- 
wards St. Paul's Convert, that being. then 
at Egypt, and obſerving this unnatural E- 
clipſe, (the Moon then being in a dire& op- 
poſition to the Sun) he cried out that ej- 
ther the God of Nature was ſuffering, or that 
Nature her ſelf would be ſuddenly diflolv'd ; 
ſo that + Cel/as betray d either in- 
tolerable ignorance or malice, TYVidors. 
when he ſcoſtingly asked Origen, oy 
what mighty Work our Saviour wht 
did at his Crucifixion. Laſtly, He was not 

as Hahomet and other Impoſtors are) long 
nolden by the bands of death ; but accor- 
ding to hisown prediction he glortouſly tri- 
uniphed over Dcath and Hell ; raisd, that 
Temple, which his Enemies thought they 
had deſtroyed, on the third day ; -vouchſa- 
fed to wear a Veil over his glorifted Body 
for forty days converſation with his Diſct- 
ples, and then before them all (Angels and 
Arch-angels finging all the way the unparal- 
lell'd triumphs of this King of Glory) aſcen- 
ded into the higheſt Heavens, whence. not 


many days after he made good his promiſe 
| H 4 to 
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to his Diſciples, ſending down upon them 
the Holy Ghoſt, whereby they were fully 
commiſſioned and impowered to propagate 
the Goſpel throughout all the World. 

Now then, Courteous Reader, if all theſe 
things are true, how can we any longer di- 
ſtruſt the- good Providence of God >» And 
that they are all true no Rational Man can 
deny. That Chriſt thus liv'd, and thus dy- 
ed ; that he wrought many Miracles, and 
at laſt under-went the no leſs ignomintous, 
than painful death of the Croſs, is granted 
on all hands. Twas not only written by 
St. 47atthew for the uſe of the Fews in He- 
brew cight years after his Aſcenſion, (as, not 
to mention Ju/tzn M2. Athenagoras, Irengns, 
and the other Writers of the Age next after 
the Apoſtles) is ſufficiently evident from 
Clemens Romanus, @ Familiar of St. Paul ; 
and from 7gmnatias, Polycarp, and Papias, 
Diſciples of St. Fob», who all quote this Go- 
ſpel) when if it had been liable to ſuſpicion, 
it might eaſily have been diſproved, ſince 
there were many then alive, on whom his 
Miracles were faid to have been wrought : 
Many, who had been Eye-witneſles ot the 
ſame ; but alſo recorded by thoſe Heathen 
Writers, Tacitus and Suetonius, and never 
ſo much as queſtioned either by Z«/:an, Cel- 
Jas, Trypho, Fierocles, Porphyry, or any 0- 
, | ther 
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ther the moſt avow'd Enemies to Chriſtia- 
nity. That he was not devoured by theſe 
wild Beaſts, though his Garments were dy'd 
and dipp'd in Blood, the Souldiers, that kept 


the Watch, confeſſed upon examination to 


Pilate , || who thereupon wrote 
the whole Hiſtory to his Lord 77- }, Ap-cap. 
berias, which ſo much Þ affected 27. 
him, that, when the Senate re- T.74 cap. 5: 
fuſed to receive Feſas into the jum 5m 
number of their Gods, he ſet up hunc locum 
his Image in his own private La- —_ 
rarinm; gave liberty to any to de Sill. 
believe on him that would ; and 07%-c. 11. 
prohibited the Officers to moleſt * 4 
them under pain of Death. But we have 
yet a greater Witneſs than all theſe. For 
that Fe/as our Saviour is now alive, and not 
only Governour over all the Land of Fgypr, 
but Lord and King too of all the Nations in 
the World : That he did aQuually fulfill his 
promiſe to his Diſciples, and continually 
watcheth over his Spouſe, the Church, with 
the wakeful Eyes of his eſpecial Providence, 
is plain beyond all contradiction. 

1.From tie ſudden and miraculous down- 
fall of the Kingdom of Satan ; and ſecondly 
from the no leſs ſudden and miraculous pro- 
pagation of the Chriſtian Faith, notwithſtan- 
ding all the oppoſition, that it met with in 
the World. 1 
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1. fay, This is plain from the ſudden 

and miraculous Downfall of the Kingdom of 
Satan, For tell me, O Man, -whoſoever 
thou art, who art apt to' diſtruſt the od 
Providence of God, how that almoſt unlimi- 
ted and univerſal Dominion of Satan had 


= ns ſuddenly* overturn'd, it an Almigh- 


Arm had not taken away the Pillars, 
which had fo long ſupported it, and ſo cau- 
(ed it to fall into ruin and devaſtation 2 How 
had the powerful and innumerable Legions 
of the Prince of Darkngſs been beaten out of 
the ſtrong holds, which they had ſo long 
polleſſed, if the Lord of. Hoſts himſelt had 
not broke in upon them,and overcame them, 
and rifled them of all the armour, wherein 
they truſted, and fo divided the Spoil 2 When 
the Son of God was pleaſed to bow the Hea- 
vens, and to come down, and dwell among 
Men, he ſcarce found a place, where to lay 
his head. The true God indeed was well 
known in Fury, and his name was great in 
1ſrael : But the Worlhip of falſe Deities, like 
an univerſal deluge, had, as it . were, over- 
whelmed the face of the whole Earth. De- 
vils and Idols had uſurped his Dominions, 
and imperiouſly ſway'd moſt of the Nations 
of the World. And yet how are the Migh- 
ty fallen > and the Gods, which made not 


the Heavens and the Earth periſhed 2 Theſe 


great 
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reat Lords, which ſeemed to have raiſed to 
themſelves an everlaſting Empire over the 
'Sons of Men, were almoit in.a moment, in 
the twinkiing of an eye aiſpoſſeſſed of their 


Lodgings, thrown out of their Fortrefles, 


and forced to leave, the Temples, wherein 
they had ſo long dwelt. No ſooner” was 
the joytul News of-the Mefrah's Coming 
uſher'd in by the Doxologties of the glorious 
Inhabitants of the Courts above ; but that 
as the Heavens rejoyced, and the Earth was 
glad, fo the gloomy Regions of Ever laſting 
Darkneſs, were on the contrary filld with 
nothing, but Lamentations and Mournings, 
and Wo. Thoſe weak and feeble Rays, which 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs, even through the 
Cloud of Infancy darted upon the World, fo 
aflrighted and amazed them, thar theſe Beaſts 
of Prey immediately gat them away, and 
hid themſelves clote in ther Dens. The 
moſt famous Oracles in the World, which 
began to liſp and ſtammer, as his coming 
drew near, now at his Appearance are gene- 
rally doom'd to ſilence: rhe Devil either 
not reply: ing at all to the humble interroga- 
tions of his admiring Votaries, or whining 
out his anſwer 1n lamentations and com- 
plaints, that his voice was to be no more re- 
covered, but that the bright Glory of his 
Oracles was utterly gone from him. Nay 
tO 
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to prevent all Cavils and Diſputes, and that 
the greateſt Sceptick might have no reaſon 
to doubt, that this was God's doing ; but 
that all the Honſe of rae! might aſſuredly 
know, that 'twas his Arm, his Arm alone, 
that thus miraculouſly brought Salvation to 
them, by reſcuing them from the miſerable 
thraldom of theſe proud, ufurping Tyrants, 
the Impoſtor at laſt entirely diſmantled him- 
ſelf of his accuſtomed diſguiſes, and plainly 
confeſs'd to the Emperor Augu/tus, 
_ _— that 'twas not the deficiency of 
Augup, Prophetical Vapours, nor the ge- 
neral incredulity of Mankind, nor 
yet the Mortality of his own nature ; but 
purely the Hebrew Child , which con- 
ſtrained him to hold his Peace, 
Tots eCpgiG- KAAETOL par, Ot0lG MOODS IV RYH ATOP, 
Tod: Spun weghtniv, =, nid ad,Hs Ixdode, 
z.e. There is an Hebrew Child, who,though 
in the appearance of weak fleſh, is King of 
the Bleſſed Gods, that commands me to 
leave this Houſe, and to return to Hell. And 
upon this account that Emperour built an 
Altar in honour of Chriſt with this Inſcrip- 
tion: Ara Primogeaiti Dei, The Altar of 
the Firſt Begotten of God. 
But as the beginning of the Declenſion of 
Satan's Kingdom was thus confeſlſedly from 
the Son of God, the Prince of Darkneſs kee- 
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ping his Poſleſſions fafe and ſecure, 'till this 
ſtronger warrier took away his arms, and 
plundered him : So that he did not content 
himſelf with theſe leſs conſiderable Ovations, 
but _— his conqueſts, and by thoſe 
very ſufterings, whereby his Enemy thought 
to have quelled him, gloriouſly triumphed 
over the Grave, Death, and Hell. That by 
raiſing himſelf to life, he utterly deveſted 
him of all his Power, and dragged him with 
all his Legions ſhackled and unarmed at the 
Wheels of his Triumphant Chariot, the Pri- 
mitive Heroes and firſt Champions of the 
Faith made publickly diſcernable to all the 
World. How glorioully did the 
+ Father diſplay the triumphant 
Banners of his exalted Saviour, 
when he challenged the Perſecutors of Chrt- 
{tianity upon the pawn oi his own Blood for 
a Sacrifice to their Vengeance, ſhould he be 
baffled in the encounter, to let him make 
publick trial before their Tribunals of his 
Power, in controuling thoie diſarmed and 
impotent Spirits, which the deluded Romans 
and other Gexrzles adored and magnified as 
Gods? Nay, how vidtoriouſly did the Glo- 
ry of Chriff then ſhine forth, when not on- 
ly the Learned and Experienced, 7; ,. corra 
but (as Origes tells Celſus) the Celſump.334. 
meanefſt alſo of the People, the very Babes 
| in 


F Tertull, 
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in Chriſt trinmphed and inſulted over theſe 
Hell-hounds, where-ever thev met them? In 
the name of Chri/? they forced them out of 
their Lodgings, 'and compelled them even 
in the preſence of their Worſhippers and 
oreateſt Adorers to confeſs plainly what they 
were. 'O /i audire eos velles, & widere, 
S ſays ” $St.\C vPrza0 to Demetrzan, 
F Pag. 191. the ſtubborn and prejudiced Pro- 
ee. Coon, conſul of Africa. And || Mir. 
Felzx appeals to the Heathens 
themſelves for the truth of theſe things. He 
tells them, that their own eyes had ſeen 
their greateſt Goas cait out of the Bodies 
they had poſlefled, by the ordinary Chri- 
ſtians ; that their own ears had heard the 
fame Gods confeſs, that they were no Gods, 
no not ſo much as good Spirits ; but De- 
vils, wicked, Apoſtate Angels, who made 
it their buſineſs to abuſe the World, and to 
enſnare as great a part of Mankind, as they 
could, into Ruin and Perdition. In a word, 
Tuſtin Martyr, Irengus, Arnobins, 1 .atan- 
tizs, and all the other Primitive Delenders 
of the Faith moſt juſtly, as well as trium- 
phantly enlarge upon this point ; which is 
ks \. acknowledged, even by tf 
Lbs Om Porphyry himſelf, who, dif- 
courſing of that plague, 
which furiouſly raged at Meſſina in Sicily, 


where 


yg 


( 1 ) : 

where he dwelt, expreſly aſſerts, that there- 
fore Aſculapins could attord them no afſj- 
ſtance, becauſe Jeſs was worſhipped in the 
World. So that, you ſee, 'tis plain from 
the Downfal of Satan's Kingdom, that FJe- 


' ſas 2ur Saviour, though once perſecuted and 


9 


ſlain, is yet alive; and that as he always 
did, fo he ſtill continues to take care of the 
World. 

. 2. This is no leſs apparent from the as 
ſudden and miraculous Propagation of the 
Chriſtian Faith, notwithſtanding all the op- 
poſition, that it mer with in the World. For 
how ſoon did the iound of the Goſpel go out 
into all Lands, and its words'even to the 
ends of the Earth 2 How (witt, I fay, upon 
the Mountains were the Feet of them. that 
carried theſe glad Tidings, this Goſpel of 
Peace : Had they rode upon the nimbleſt 
Morning Ray, or gone flying upon the 
Wings of the Wind, they could ſcarce have 
ſooner viſited all Quarters of the World. 
Feypt, Africa, Libya, Mauritania ; yea, 
the wandring , barbarous Scyz-7ans ; the 
rude, naked, ftupid /zd47zans within the com- 
paſs of forty years were turn'd unto the 
Lord, and the remoteſt corners of the Weſt 
too (where, as Zertullian obſerves, the Ro- 
many Fagle, how triumphant ſo ever, could 
never penetrate) ſtretched ſorth their hands 
Unto 
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unto” God. But could the Arm of fleſh thus - 


break through whole troops of Evil Angels, 
that ſtood with drawn Swords in their hands 
to ſtop them in their way ? or mere Man 

rapple and contend with all the Powers of 
Farth and Hell > Could a tew obſcure, un- 
known Fiſhermen, who had neither Riches, 
nor Honour, nor Learning, nor Kindred to 
recommend them to the World, by their 
own inſinuations ſo wonderfully engroſs the 
judgment and affeCtions of all People, as to 
cauſe them for their fakes to bid a final adien 
to the Traditions of their Fathers, and to 
throw off all the Rites and Ceremonies of 
that Religion, which for ſo many Ages had 
prevailed amongſt them > Whence was it 
then, that where-ever they came, they fo 


glorioully triumphed over the prejudices of 


Men's minds, grappled ſo ſucceſsfully with 
the ſtubbornneſs of the Jew, and baffled the 
fine notions and ſpeculations of the Greek 2 
That, though they pretended to know no- 
thing among them, but Chri//, and him 
Crucified ; Preached no other Doctrine, but 
ſuch as called Men off from the advantages 
and pleaſures of this World to tread in the 
ſteps of a poor, crucified Saviour, which too 
(though thus harſh to Fleſh and Blood?) was 
back'd at prefent with little other encourage- 
ment, than the inviſible Rewards of another 


World 7 
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World ; yet the Word of God fo mightily 


grew and prevailed; that Men of all ſorts 
and profeſſions, Greeks as well as Barbas 
rians gave up their names to Chriſt, and 
manfully liſted rhemfelves under the Cap- 


' tain of our Salvation 2 Whence was it, I 


ſay, that though among the Jews and Co- 
rinthians in the firſt ſetting out of the 
Goſpel, not many Wiſe, not many Migh- 
ty, not many Noble were called ; yet ſud- 


denly after in all Nations under the whole 


Heaven, Men of acute Parts, ptercing Un- 
derſtandings, and raiſed Abilities became 
Proſelites? That Orators, Criticks, Law- 
yers, Phyficians, and Philoſophers of all 
Sects daily came over, and proved valiant 
Souldiers in the cauſe of God, and of the 
Lamb 2 What induced the proud, haugh- 
ty Sroick, who thought himſelt never a 
whit inferiour, neither in Happineſs nor 


 Vertue to the Deity himſelf, gratefully to 


accept the mercies and ouidance of. a Cru- 
cified Saviour, and humbly ro ſubmir his 
Almighty Reaſon to the great, myſterious 
Truths of the Goſpel 2 What enticed the 
foit, luxurious Epicurean to divorce his 
darling Luſts for the embraces of the Ho- 
ly and Immaculate Jeſus ? or the refined 
Academick fo willingly to renounce his 
former ſentiments ; and, though not with» 


our 


' 
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out the Joſs of many of his fine notions, 
to embrace the Faith 2 Surely none but He, 
with whom rhoſe. things are poſſible , 
which are impofiible with Men ; and in 
whoſe hands are the hearts of the Sons 
of Men, as the Rivers of Water, which 
therefore he turneth whitherſoever he 
will. 


Again, it this Dorine had not been 
in very deed from God, and continually 
{apported by the Hand of Providence , 


how could it poſſibly have out-weathered 


thoſe many Storms and Tempeſts, thoſe 
Thunderings and Lightnings, whereby its 
Profeſſors were ſo grievouſly torn and 
ſhattered, even in its infancy and firſt de- 
livery into the World 2 They no ſooner 
appeared with it abroad, bur they were 
looked upon as common Enemies, and 
therefore were every where oppoſed, and 
every where ſpoken againlt. Like their 
creat Maſter, they were deſpiſed and re- 
Jeged of Men ; the Subjects of continual 
Sorrows, and moſt intimately acquainted 
with Griels. They had neither Kings for 
their Nurſing Fathers, nor Queens tor their 
Nurſing Mothers ; but on the contrary all 
the greateſt Powers and Potentates oi the 
World combin'd together tor many Ages, 
ns to 
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to extirpate and baniſh them from oft the 


| Face of the Earth. Since then they were 
thus naked and deſtitute, firipped of all 
outward advantages, and expoſed to the 


fury of ſo many wild Beaſts, unleſs the 


Lord himſelf had been on their ſide, haw 
could they have born up againſt all this 
oppoſition, and in ſpight of all the united 
Forces of their viſible and inyiſtble Ene- 
mies ſo gloriquſly have lifted up their 
Heads in triumph ; looking down with a 
brave and generous diſdain upon the weak 
attempts of their Adverſaries ? How could 
they with ſo much gallantry, with fo in- 
vincible a patience and magnanimity have 
undergone the moſt exquiſite torments, 
which the ingenious cruelty of Men or 
Devils could invent ; looking .upon their 
Chains as their Ornaments, and accoun- 
ting the Inſtrymeats of their Tortures the 
Enſigns of their Honour and Happineſs ? 
In ſhort, How could they, not as the 
Stocks and Epicureans thrafonically ſpeak 
of their Wiſe Man, but really and truly 
{as the Apoſtle remarks) have taken plea- 
ſure in Bonds, in Impriſonments, in Chains, 
in Reproaches, in Perſccutions, in Diſtret- 
ſes for Chriſt's fake ; profeiling to glory ir 
nothing, but the Croſs of Chriit ? 


| > Ma ny; 
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Many, I confeſs, from a hardy, robuſt 
conſtitution have been enabled to undergo 
very fiery Trials, and we read of ſome, 
eſpecially among the Szoicks, who have in 
the midſt of their Pains derided their Tor- 
mentors, and reſolutely and couragiouſly 
born up their Spirits under the heavieſt 
oppreſſions. But, alas ! what's all this to 
the incomparable bravery of our primitive 
Heroes, when (as the Chriſtian in 1Mzn. Fe- 
{ix triumphantly tells his Adverſary) the 
very Women and Children were of fo in- 
vincible a courage, ſo unſhaken a reſolution, 
that they infinitely exceeded the very bra- 
veſt Deeds, even of the moſt celebrated 
Greeks or Romans 2 But now was it poſſ1- 
ble, that they ſhould ſo far have forgotten 
the weakneſs of their Sex or Age, as thus 

allantly to have encountered all forts of 
dangers, boldly to have defended naked 
Truth in the face of Death it ſelf, and to 
have laughed at Croſſes, Swords, Fire, 
Racks, and all other dreadful Inſtruments 
of Torture, if Chriſt himſelf had not ſtood 
by them, charming them with the ſweet- 
neſs of his Love, and the hopes of Immor- 
tality 2 Nature, you know, recoils and ſtarts 
back at the firſt ſight of theſe things ; and 
how eflicacious ſoever the Principles of Phi- 
loſophy may ſeem to ſome Men, ſure I am 

| they 
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they could not inſpire their greateſt and 
boldeſt Profeſſors with courage enough for 
ſuch formidable Encounters. The #2yp- 
tiars, (who among the Heathens bear the 
title of the eldeſt Sons of Wiſdom, and are 
alſo particularly taken notice of for their 
eminent Learning, by the unerring Re- 
cords of Divine Revelation ) to avoid the 
fury of the Vulgar, lock'd up the whole 
Body of their Divinity, under Myſtical 
Hieroglyphicks. And the untimely Death 
of Socrates ſo chill d and pall'd the Spt- 
rits of his Divine Pupil, that to be in 
good Terms with the Publick, and to dif- 
poſleſs the People of the Opinion, that he 
was addicted to the ſentiments of his Ma- 
ſter, he prudently turnd Pyzhagorean ; 
wrap'd up his notions in Anigmatical, Cab- 
baliſtical Alluſions; and, as he acknowledg- 
eth himſelf in one of his Epiſtles to Dzony- 
fius, publiſhed none of his Maxims, but un- 
der the name of Secrares, that he might 
not be accountable for his own Doctrine 
in a time, when the nicety of the People of 
Athens was offended at every thing. Nay. 
Ariſtotle himſelf, to eſcape that ftorm,which 
threatned him from Areopagas for ſome of 
his (as they were eſteemed } unorthodox 
Opinions, in a panick fear haſtily pack d up, 


and got him from Arhers ; and that other- 
TT E 3 wiſe 


Ta] 
wiſe great ind © cellent Philoſopher, Fam 
Elichus unworthi y took Sanuary at a my- 
ſerious ſecrecy, _ up his dogimata, be- 
cauſe not favoured as formerly by the Roy- 
al Authority, under a profound and perpe- 
tual ſilence. In a word, Foſephus in his ſe- 
cond Book againſt 4ppion, univerſally char- 
geth the wiſeſt Men of Greece with cowar- 
dice in this matter. They hold, ſays he, 
the very fame things concerning God as 
the Jews do, Els TM0G- FAY DEG TE GX 
TEMNyu peo! Thy anbagy TE SyudlG- ifevey- 
atv & tTM\pmory but had not the courage 
to teach their Doctrine to the Vulgar,; be- 
cauſe they were prepoſleſſed with contra- 
ry Opinions. Whence, I fay, abundantly 
appears the inſufficiency of theſe weak and 
eggarly Elements, and that nothing leſs: 

than an almighty Arm could have ſup- 
ported the ſinking ſtate of the Church in 
theſe primitive times. Elſe how came it 
to paſs, that ſhe did not expire upon the 
Rack, or breath her laſt in the Sea ? That 
ſhe was not devoured by wild Beaſts, or 
utterly conſumed in the Fire? that, tho' 
ſhe was ſo miſerably haraſſed and torn by 
her Enemies, thar ſome of them erected 
Trophies and triumphal Arches in memory 
of their abſolute Conqueſts and Victories 
over her, yet all this noiſe and out-cry 
was 
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was as empty as the Monuments they had 
raiſed for her, whileſt, Phenix like, ſhe 
ſprang more youthfal and vigorous from 
her own Aſhes, and that Ocean of Blood, 
which was thought to have choaked or 
drowned her, ſerved only, as the Father 
obſerves, to render her Sail more fertile ? 
That, laſtly, when ſhe was weak, then e- 
ſpecially ſhe was ſtrong ; ſo ſtrong, that 
at length ſhe put to flight all the Armies 
of Satan, wreſted the worldly Power and 
Empire out of his hand, and then viQoriouſly 
employed it againit himſelf? 


Mzhomet's impoſture, I confeſs, diffuſed 
it felf in a very little. time over a great 
part of the Eaſt. But to fay nothing, how 
'twas originally defigned for the gratifica- 
tion of Men's Lufts, and by an induſtri- 
ous compliance with the diſlokate man- 
ners of thoſe Orientals prepared and qua- 
lifted for thetr more eafi2 Reception : Ir 
was carried, ya know, upon the point of 
the Sword, and forced its way into the 
World by Rapine and Violence. But the 
Chriſtian Church was -of another nature. 
 'Twas her peculiar honour and privilege 
to grow victorious by ſufferings, and to 
triumph in Perſecutions ; ſo that every Eye 
may ſee, that *twas not her -own Arm, 
I 4 _ 
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[Jas upheld and protected her ; but that 
God alone, becauſe he had a favour unto 
her, would not ſuffer thoſe; that believed 
not, to exalt themſelves againſt her. For 
ſurely none but He, whom the Winds and 
Seas obey, could by his voice allay the 
Rage and Fury of theſe Storms and Tem- 
peſts. None but He, who caſteth out the 
Counſels of Princes and maketh the devi- 
ces of the People to be of none effect, 
could thus defeat the Machinations, eva- 
- cuate the Deſigns, and controul the Pow- 
er of the greateſt Potentates of the Eartn. 
Laſtly, none but He, who by things , 
which are not, brings to nought things, 
that are, could by ſuch weak and fooliſh 
things both non-plus the Wiſe, and con- 
found the things, that were Mighty. 
"EVIXH0 Sv jp} TEPUKASG HON VEoPHt 5 AGYG- OfS. 
"Twas the word of God, continually led 
on by the conduct of Providence, and there- 
tore could not be withſtood by the force or 
power of any created Beings ; but maugre 
all the oppoſition of Men and Devils, un- 
controulably enlarg'd its Conqueſts to the 
ends of all the Earth. 


And thus I have diſpatch'd my ſeveral 
Meditations upon this Subject ; having, I 
hope, to the full ſatisfaction of unprejudi- 

ced 


Ce] kk 


ced Perſons evinced the Reality of a God 


and Providence in the World. I ſhall on- - 


ly now briefly deduce ſome practical infe- 
rences from ſome conſiderations upon the 
Attributes of the Divine Nature, and con- 
clude. | 


1. Then, You have ſeen, that God is 
Omnipotent. Hence let us learn to adore 
Ins Majeſty, to revere his Power, and ne- 
ver to provoke him to anger by our 
Sins, Who is able in the moſt dreadful 
manner to revenge himſelf upon us.. If 
we fear to incurr the diſpleaſure of an 
Farthly Prince, kecauſe as in the Light of 
his Countenance is Life, and his Favour 
is as a Cioud of the Latter Rain, ſo on 
the contrary the Fear of him is like the 
roaring of a Lion, and his Wrath as the 
Meſſengers of Death ; then ſurely we ſhould 
much more beware of provoking the hea- 
vy Wrath of the King of Kings, whoſe 
voice is like the dreadful thunder, and 
whoſe indignation cauſeth everlaſting De- 
ſtrution. For is it not abſurd to: fear to 
oftend them, that kill the Body, and at- 
ter that have no more, that they can do: 
and not to tremble and quake to commir 
thoſe Sins, whereby he is incens'd, who is 
able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hell : 
| But 
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Butt ſet the Contemplation of this At- 
tribute, not only deterr us from ſinning 
apainſt God ; but teach us likewiſe to fly 
wto him , and after we have faithfully 
diſcharged our duty, confidently to re- 
lie upon him in all our dangers. For 
thus we ſhall find a ſtay and ſupport 
in af our weakneſſes, and a ſure and 
ready help in time of need. The wick- 
ed indeed, and fach as put not their 
traſt m God, thall flee, even when no 
Man purfueth 3; but we ſhall be coura- 
geons and bold as a Lion. We ſhall be 
taiſed above both the Love and Fear of 
this preſent World, and (what 

* yam e- St, Chryſoſkom moſt * truly re- 
"om wel... ports of that primitive Martyr, 
erciſſham St, Tpnatius ) with as much eaſe 
pro bio. and freedom lay down our lives, 
duxerst, lo- | : 
cupteriſime as other Men can put off their 
reſtarur 'Cloaths ; being fully affur'd, that 
fans the fame Almighty 'Goodnels, 
hupuſce which leads us through this Val- 
Mareyris ley of tears, can and will alfo fafe- 
_— ly conduct us through the black 
and gloomy Regions of Death in- 

to the bright and glorious Manſions of Bliſs 


and Immortality. 


2. You have ſeen, that God 1s alſo 
| Om-. 
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Omnifciettt and Omttipreſent ; that he is 
with us if our moft pfivate retirettients, 
and, as the fote-metitioned Martyr adds 
in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, knows all 
the turnings and _— of out very 
thoughts and intentions. Let us then ne- 
ver flatter our felves, that we ſhall huddfe 
up our wickedneſfes in darkneſs atid ob- 
ſcurity, but always remember, that, though 
no mortdl Man cati behold us, yet the 
eye of Heaven is upon all our ations. 
F'rvas the advice, I remember, | 
of 4 Learned + Heathen to hls 7,5": 
Friend, that where-ever he was, hs: 
or whatever he was doing, he ſhould ill 
ſuppoſe himſelf is the preſence of ſome 
reverend and wotthy Perſsn ; for this, he 
thought, would be a very effe&tual way 
fo reſtrain him from doivg a4tiy thing ei- 
ther unſeetnly or unlawful. And how hap- 
py he was in his obſervation, we daily 
experience, wheri the boldeſt Sinner of us 
all ſcarce ever preſumes to lay open his 
corruptions before ſich as _ he reſpeas. 
Thus the Morning is to the adulterer, 
even as the ſhadow of Death, and there. 
fore his eye, though impatiently, waiteth 
. for the twilight, and then too he diſgui- 
feth his Face, that nao eye may ſee him. 
And. having committed, he is aſhamed to 
| own 
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own it; and if accuſed, he ſtifly denies 
it ; he wipeth his mouth, faith Solomon, 
and faith, I have not committed iniqui- 
ty. But do we thus honour and revere 
our Fellow Creatures, and yet dare behave 
our ſelves wantonly in the preſence of 


— Him, before whom the Holy Angels re- 


yerently veil their Faces 2 Do we think 
our ſelves ſecure, if we can hide our im- 
pieties from ſuch, who are MalefaQtors like 
unto our ſelves; when yet God, who 1s 
to be our Judge, our own Conſciences, 


Which mnſt be produced as witneſles a- 


gainſt us, and Satan our accuſer, are all 
privy to them ? Do we, I ſay, thus dread 
the knowledge of mortal Men, who, 
ſhould they know our faults, would per- 
haps either conceal, or at leaſt not be a- 
ble to puniſh them : And are we not a- 
fraid to aft our Villainies before Him , 
who will one day bring to light all theſe 
hidden things of darkneſs, and to our e- 
ternal reproach and confuſion of face dit- 
play them in their own moſt black and 
{rightful colours, before the general afſſem- 
bly of his Saints and Angels 2 My Brother, 
F am perſuaded you very well know, that 
theſe things ought not fo to be. Since 
then we live in the preſence of ſuch a 


God, who is of purer eyes, than to be- 
| hold 
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hold iniquity with the leaſt approbation 
let us with all care and diligence reform 
our lives, and by - our pious converſation 
demonſtrate to all the World, that we 
do with the good Ante-diluvian Patriarch 
in very deed walk with God. Let us 
make us clean hands, and pure hearts, 
and become holy before the Lord. Let 
us no longer delight in vanities, ſow the 
Wind, and reap the Whirlwind, but (what 
the Perfians are faid to do once a year 
againſt their venomous Vipers ) let us 
march out againſt our fins, beat down 
their ſtrong holds, and bring into ſub- 
jection every proud thought and imagi- 
nation. Thus we ſhall approve our ſelves 
to Men and Angels, to Chriſt and his 
Father, who, when we have thus prepa- 
red their Lodging, will come unto us, 
and dwell with us, and rejoyce over us 
to do us good. Thus being at laſt dif- 
burthened of the diſadvantages and en- 
cumbrances of mortality, we ſhall be 
tranfſated pure and undefiled into the 
glorious Habitations of holy and unpol- 
luted Spirits there no longer e eiviyuan, 
obſcurely, as it were in a riddle, but clear- 
Iy, diſtintly, even face to face to contem- 
plate the interiour beauties of the Lord, 
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- Again, you have ſeen, that God is All- 
wie, and that therefore he cannot do any 
thing, but for the beſt and greateſt ends. 
Let this ſupport and {bear up our Spirits 
io all our Afﬀflitions, ſince, as Feb, (who 
had ,no ſmall ſhare of them) ſpeaks, they 
do not ſpring out of the duſt, but come 
purely -from that Being, who wiſely or- 
dereth all things for our good. If we 
would ſeriouſly lay theſe things to qur 
hearts,and not content our ſelves with a bare 
habitual knowledge of them , but in all 
our troubles and diſtrefics actually apply 
them to our .conſideratiqns, netther the ca- 
lumnies or reproaches ,of ,our adverſaries, 
nor yet .the unkind returns of our Friends ; 
Neither the -frowns of Monarchs, nor the 
menaces of Fortune -would be able to 
ruffle and interrupt, our ;happineſs, .but the 
conſideration that .it is the -Lord , who 
ſuffereth all -theſe things, would happily 
prevent 2nd title all murmurings and re- 

\-pinings , all reluQancics and diſputings, 
— and enable us, like the good Old High- 
Prieſt, to fay with perfect reſignation to 

the Divine Will : Let him do what ſeem- 

eth him good. Talis efſſet ani= © 


LIX. ſs exprefles it, qualis mundi ſtatus 


finem. ſuper lunam. Though all things 
withs 
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without ſhould ſeem cloudy and tempe- 
ſtuous, yet our minds, like the ſuperlu- 
nary Regions, would be full of peace and 
tranquility. With the bravery and gal- 
lantry of the + Prophet we 
ſhould every one of us trium- Lang. 
phantly cry out, even at our ' 
loweſt ebb : Although the Fig-tree ſhould 
not bloſſom , neither ſhould Fruit be in 
the Vines ; the labour of the Olive ſhould 
fail, and the Fields ſhould yield no meat ; 
the Flocks ſhould be cut off from the 
Fold, and rhere thould be no Herds in the 
Stalls; 2. e. though all the ordinary ſupplies 
of Human Lite ihould fail : Zee will I re- 
Joyce in the Lord, I will joy in the God of 
my Salvation. 


4. You have ſeen, that God is All-juſt, 
and that he will at length render to eve- 
ry Man according to his Deeds. Let 
this remind us to be juſt in all our A- 
tions, that when 9 a&nrecowni\ym] © Anxw- 
Shs, #, ROWe goomnlO- EfeTaSHG* » AS 
+ Chryſoſtom ſpeaks , ze. This Il? Me 
juſt Judge, who is. no reſpecter 78 4, = 
of Perſons, no receiver of Bribes, 8. "Om 
ſhall call us to an acconnt, we 
may do it with joy and not with gricf, 
Sure I am, if we would once conſider to 

purpoſe, 


; (1587) | 
purpoſe, that God will 'one day moſt cer- 
rainly.' come againſt Sinners, armed with 
all -the weapons of the hotteſt indigna- 
tion and fury, the hardieſt and ſtouteſt of 
the Sons of 'Men would ſhake and trem- 
ble with Felix, and haſten to flee from 
the wrath:which is to come. We ſhould 
not- take up only with the form of god- 
linefs, bur ſhew the power and efficacy 
of .it in our lives and converſations; we 
thould ſift and ſearch our Souls to the 
bottom , and prepare to meet our God 
with hearty repentance and humiliation. 
We ſhould never venture to over-reach 
our Brethren, to make a prey of the help- 
leſs Orphan, or with the Phariſee, to de- 
vour Widows Houfes ; but ſquare all our 
ations according to the exatteſt rules of 
equity and juſtice. For who is he amongſt 
us, that can grapple with Helt > Who can 
dwell - with everlaſting Burnings ? If the 
Righteous, Juſt, and- Holy ſhall ſcarcely 
be faved, where ſhall the Wicked, the Un- 
juſt, the Extortioner. appear, when: God 
thall come in the Clouds of Heaven | to 
deal fury to: his Adverfaries,” and recom- 
pence to . his Enemies2 When [Heaven and 
Earth ſhall: fly away from the face'of the 
5 Ds; »*.- Judge, 'whoſe Throne: the * Pro- 
7% pher tells us' is a Flame of Firs, 
; » oa ” Nn 9 
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' and! whoſe Charjot-wheels burning Fire 2 
When . the Sun being” turned, into Dark- 


neſs, and: the Moon; into Blood:; the Stars. 


falling from Heaven, -and that too paſſing 
away with: a great noiſe, and the Firma- 
ment, melting. with fervent . heat ; In a 
word, when the- Devils and other repro- 
bate Spirits ' lamentably howling, and Hell 
dreadfully dilating her ſelf to receive them 
all, the ſight ſhall. be fo terrible, that the 
Heavenly Attendants themſelves ſhall trem- 
ble 4 Cherubims, as the * Father 

tells us, ſhall. quake, Seraphims. * Chry/eſt. 
be, aſtoniſhed, Angels be ſeized par you. 
with. horrour, Arch-Angels with | 
amazement, and all the created Powers of 
Earth and Heayen ſhake and tremble. 
Again then, ſince all theſe things will 
certainly come.to paſs, let us take care 
to live-in all Holy Converſation and, God- 
lineſs, that whenſoever our Lord ſhall come, 
whether in 'the Evening, or at Midnight, 
or at: Cock-crowing, he may not find us 
unjuſtly harraſſing- our Fellow Servants , 
and. ſo cut. us aſunder , and give, us our 
portion with the Hypocrites ; [but indefa- 
tigably employed in that bleſſed Work of do- 
ing Juſtice, and loving Mercy, that ſo-being 
found.covered with the robes of Righteout- 
neſs, we may alſo be cloath'd with the gar- 
ments. of Salvation. K Laſt- 
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Laſtly, You have ſeen, that God is 
Good ; fo Good, that, as the ve- 

+ Hier. in ry + Heathen confeſſeth, he can- 
au. £4 not do any thing, but what 
40 tends to the Happineſs and Wel- 
fare of his Creatures. Let us 

then never be fo ungrateſul, ſo difinge- 
nuous, as to affront or offend our Friend 
and Benefactor. Him, who both at firſt 
in his mercy brought us forth out of the 
abyſs of emptineſs and nothing, and alſo 
ſtill graciouſly upholds us with his hand 
from falling into the ſame original nothing 
again. Him, who, when we had made 
our ſelves Slaves ro Sin, Children of 
Wrath, and H<*'rs of Eternal Damnation, 
humbly dif-ubed himſelf of all his Glories, 
and for our fakes ſubmitted to the moſt 
ignominious, as well as painful Death of 
the Croſs. Him, who purſues us with 
the daily offers of his Grace, and even 
lays ſtratagems of mercy ſor our refor- 
mation. But to ſpeak more particularly ; 
all we, who tile our ſelves Chriſtians, 
have eſpecially taſted, and ſeen how gra- 
cious the Lord is. We have long fate 
under his ſhadow with great delight , 
whileſt his Banner over us has been con- 
tinually Love, We have plighted our 
Faith, and in our Baptiſm given him our 
£ | 2 Hearts, 
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Hearts, and faid with the enamour'd and 
paſſionate Spouſe in the Canzzicles: I am 
my \Beloveds, and my Beloved is mine. 
Shall any one of us then, afrer all theſe 
charms and endearments , after ſo many 
ties and obligations to Love and Obedi- 
ence, go backward, and walk no longer 
with our God ? God torbid, that this ſhould 
ever be laid to our charge. For, alas ! 
This is ( then which, as that glorious 
Martyr, St. Polycarp generouſly confeſſed 
to the Proconſul, nothing can be more 
baſe ) even to betray our Lord and Ma- 
ſter, after the obligations of Intimacy and 
Diſcipleſhip ; and to break the Tables of 
his Law, after we have been with him on 


the Mount, and ſeen the Back-parts of tus 


Glory. This is to provoke God after he 
hath been moſt gracious, and to deſpiſe 
his goodneſs merely becauſe he 1s merct- 
ful. This is to multiply iniquities , be- 
cauſe he is ready to multiply Pardons, to 
kick againſt the Bowels of his Compal- 
Gon, and to rebel againſt the Scepter of 
his Grace held forth in the tenders of it. 
And can we think, that the Men, that 
do theſe things, ſhall die the common 
death of all Men, or be viſited after the 
viſitation of all Men? No: However we 
may flatter our ſelves, God will undoubted- 

K 2 iy 


OR Is YI A AE EIT I OI" AO - OI O-4- 


( 130 ) 


ly make a new thing, and puniſh them in - 


a far greater meaſure, than any other Sin- 


ners, that all may underſtand, that theſe - 


Men eſpecially have provoked the Lord. 
They ſhall have the deepeſt ſhare in the 
horrors of that dreadful day, when God 
ſhall plead with them from Heaven in the 
thunder of his Judgments, becauſe they 
deſpiſed, and neglected, and turned their 
backs upon the ſtill voice of his Mercy. 
They ſhall be irrevocably condemned to 
the loweſt place of Torments, and be made 
the wonder and aſtoniſhment of Men and 
Angels to all Eternity. O then, conſider 
this ye that ſearleſly offend your good God, 
leſt his abuſed Mercy thus turn into fury, 
and he pluck you away, and there be none 
to deliver you.. Conſider, I fay, all this, 
and quit your ſelves like Men. Rouze up 
' the drowſie, {leeping faculties of your un- 
thinking , unrefle&ing Souls, and then 1 
can eaſily promife my ſelf, that you will 
out of mere gratitude, mere ingenuity 
take care ſo to behave your ſelves towards 
your unwearied, your eternal Benefattor 
in this World, that, when your Bodies ſhall 
lie down '1n their Beds of Darkneſs, he 
_ will receive your enlarged Souls into thoſe 

ſerene and peaceful] Manjions, where with 

all the company of blefled Spirits, they 
; ſhall 
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ſhall joyfully expe&t the glorious dawn- 
ing of that Thrice-happy day, when Bo- 
dies and Souls ſhall be re-uvited, and with 
Joy and Singing enter into the Glory of 
the Lord, 
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Fable of Aſop and other emi. \| 


nent Mythologiſts, with Mo- 
rals and Refleftions by Sir 
Roger L Eſtrange, Folco. 


HE Genuine Epiſtles of St. 
Barnabas, St.[gnatius, St. Cle- 
- ment, St. Polycarp the Shepherd, of 
Hermas, and the Martyrdom of St.Ig- 
natius,and St.Polycarp,tranſlated from 
the Greek by W. Wake D.D. 8vo. 
Senecas Morals by way of Ab- 
ſtract, 8vo. 
Eraſmus Colloquies, 8vo0. 
Tully's Offices in Eng. Twelves. 
us: Guide to Eternity. The four 
laſt, by Sir Roger L' Eſtrange. 
Complete Sers, conſiſting of Eight 
Volumes of Letters, writ by a [Turs 


kiſh Spye, who lived Ferry Five 
Years 


f 
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| Years cniornd at Paris ; giving 
an impartial account to the Divan at 


Conſtantinople of the moſt remarka- 


. ble Tranſactions of Europe, during 


the ſaid time, T'welves. 

Humane Prudence, or the Art by 
which a Man may raiſe himſelf and 
forcune to grandure,the ſixth Ed.1 2% 

Moral Maxims and Refle&ions in 


four parts, Written in French by the 


Duke of Rochefoucaule, now made 
Engliſh, T welves. 

Epidtetus's Morals with Simplicius's 
Comment. made Engliſh from the 
Greek, by George Stanhope late Fell. 
of King's College in Cambridge. 

The Parlon's Counſellor, or the 
Law of Tythes, the Fifth Ldir. very 
much enlarg. by Sir Sim. Degge, $vo. 

The Hiſtory, Choice and Method 


of Studies, by Mr. Fleury, ſometime 
| Prxceptor ro the Princeis of Conti, 


Mr. de Vermandois, and To the 
Dukes of Burgoign and Anjou, 8vo. 
of 


- Of the: Art both of Writing and 
Judging of Hiſtory, with RefleCti- 
ons upon Ancient as well as Modern 
Hiſtorians, bythe Learned and Inge- 
nious' Father Le Mogue. - 
An'Eflay on Reaſon, by Six Geor. 
Mackeizie, in Twelves. n 
The Moral Hiſtory of Frugaliy, 
by Sir Geor. Mackenzie, in Twelves. | 


